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WINSLOW FARR SR., FAMILY ORGANIZATION, INC.  

NEWSLETTER  

26561 Campesino, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 Phone: 949/582-1852 
Fax 949/582-0124     Email: djfarr@home.com     Website: winslow.farr.org 

Volume VII, Issue 2 
 

President’s Greeting and Overview 
 

We have a lot to cover in this issue. 
 
First of all we are sad to announce that Maybeth Farr 
Reimann, leading Farr researcher, organizer and 
family research motivator passed away recently.  She 
was a key player in our organizational efforts and 
kept us focused on research.  Her active mind was 
constantly thinking of how we could be successful in 
extending the Farr and other related lines.  In her 
healthier days she was often in touch with me to ask 
questions and offer suggestions.  It was Maybeth 
who first motivated me to be involved in this 
organization and who challenged me to write the 
book on Winslow and Olive.  We will miss her.  Our 
sympathy and love is extended to her children  and 
their families.  Please see the obituary provided by 
her daughter, Louise Erekson, in this newsletter. 
 
Maybeth’s sister, Melissa Beckstead, also passed 
away within a short time of Maybeth’s passing.   She 
too had been a member of our family organization,  
supporting us in various ways.  We extend our 
sympathies to her family as  well. 
 
In this issue we will address the condition of the 
Winslow and Olive Farr headstones at the Salt Lake 
City Cemetery. We are looking for someone to head 
up a committee to refurbish these headstones. Wilma 
Smith continues Winslow Farr Jr.’ s  biography and I 
add another installment of the Lorin Farr biography.   
 
We will be discussing items of interest from our 
Officer/Trustee and Research meetings held on May 
5th.  Tim Farr and Karen Kauer, along with their 
committee, are making progress on our other lines. 

We will provide updates for the names on our charts 
that are accepted as valid and the names where 
there are still questions as to validity.   Reed Hunter 
continues to build the Farr data base of English 
names hoping for a sure connection to get us over 
the ocean.  This issue also discusses the mystery of 
Lorin Farr’s sixth wife, Clara Bate. 
 
We have a unique opportunity to make a 
presentation at BYU Education Week in 2002 on the 
importance of family organizations.  We will discuss 
this further in this newsletter and are interested in 
your input on whether to pursue this.  
 
OFFICER/TRUSTEE MEETING. 

 
We had family members come 

from Idaho, Arizona, California and 
Utah to attend our meeting on 
Saturday, May 5th in Salt Lake City.  
We discussed the need to refurbish 
Winslow and Olive Farr’s  headstones 
in the Salt Lake City Cemetery. (See 

our article.) We also talked about the feasibility of 
making a presentation at BYU Education Week, 
August 19th-23rd, 2002.  We would present each of 
the four days, 55 minutes per day.   Possible outlines 
 were discussed:  
 
Day One - The importance of family history and 
organizing to accomplish it; how to obtain tax exempt 
status; and a discussion of what some other selected 
organizations are doing. (Two presenters.)   
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Day Two - The importance of family biographies to pass 
on family heritage and values in an oppressed world; 
how to go about writing biographies and inspirational 
stories. (Three to four presenters.)    
 
Day Three - The importance of research and temple 
work; how to organize, keep records and run your own 
family website.  (Three to four presenters.)   
 
Day Four - How to organize a reunion that combines 
family history, fun and getting to know one another. 
(Three to four presenters.)  
 
This is a very general outline and subject to change.  
What do you think? Would you be willing to help?  
Please email us your thoughts regarding desirability 
and feasibility of this project.    
 
Karen Gall discussed our membership for 2001-02.  
She indicated we have about 90 signed up with another 
90 or so on our renewal list from the prior year that 
have not yet signed up.  We invite you to share the 
enclosed membership form  with a member of your 
family who has not yet joined us. 
 
 
RESEARCH 
MEETING 
 
Reed Hunter reported on his continuing work with the 
Farr’s in England, adding names and wills to our Farr 
CD.  He has 286 Farr wills copied onto the CD  with 137 
abstracted (taking out relevant family information).  
Reed is looking at Farr names in all the courts that have 
wills in England prior to 1750, in hopes of making the 
right connection.  So far Reed has looked in 50 different 
courts.  His CD has over 4,223 odd files of various 
kinds, such as marriages, in the different counties. For 
instance, there are 126 individuals that were married in 
Bedford with the surname of Farr.  London has 152 
individuals listed in Farr marriages.  In one of these files 
are all the Farr names, marriages and families listed on 
the church records (IGI).  Altogether there are 3,200 
individuals grouped in 871 families. These groupings 
are just as we received them and may have errors.  
About 822 of these files are pages of wills that 
comprise the 286 wills mentioned.   
 
Other files on the CD contain research reports on Farr 

families and some families that have been put together 
(PAF files)  
 
Reed has set up a website where he will display 
samples of information on the Farr CD.  The address is 
 www.hunterdr.com. Click on British Genealogy.  As 
Reed works on our line he will add more information as 
he goes along.  Reed is also adding pictures of the 
Winslow Farr Sr. and Olive Freeman Farr grave sites 
in the Salt Lake City Cemetery. (Under 
www.hunterdr.com/farr.  (Enter user name of farr and 
password of winslow.) 
 
 
From the massive 
amount of data on the 
CD, Reed looks for 
family clues.  In 
Bedford there were 
two Farr families 
headed by a father 
named William Farr 
and a son named Steven Farr.  Both father and son 
died within a week of each other and they both had 
sons named Steven.  You have to have a real Sherlock 
Holmes attitude to try to break the case of discovering 
our proven Steven Farr’s parents. 
 
Tim Farr, Karen Kauer and other researchers 
presented interesting information on our other lines.  
Unfortunately that part of the transcription was garbled, 
so I can’ t give you the specifics.  Karen, our 
chairperson for the up line, sent me some updates on 
the Winslow and Olive charts that show the lines which 
are proved and those which are not.  I‘m including this 
information in the form  of attachments to, rather than 
in the body of the newsletter. You can go to your 
charts, if you have them, and make the changes 
necessary. Tim and Karen use a color code to highlight 
proven names on the chart versus names that still 
need to be verified in one way or another.  You will 
need the updated charts (the ones we sold at the 
reunion) to match up these changes. The chart by 
Maybeth Farr Reimann has been replaced by the 
charts Tim put together with the changes he had 
recorded last summer. Now there are more changes 
as additional lines are proved out. 
 
Karen Kauer wants to thank all of the researchers for 
their hard work.  Special thanks to Yvonna Tyrell, Ron 
Farr and Tim Farr for turning in new information.  She  
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said they have cleared 57 names and found, added and 
verified 20 more.  (Great job! - only 89 more to go.)   If 
you have any verification of the names that are 
enclosed that are unverified, please send them in so we 
can avoid doing any overlapping.   
 
She also asks for your help, if any of you have stories, 
pictures of ships, grave sites and stones, people, ships 
records, wills and land records, etc., that are not on the 
geocities  website, please send them  to Tim Farr or 
Karen Kauer.  Tim is collecting this information for a 
book he is compiling for us on “Ancestors of Lorin Farr 
son of Winslow Farr Sr. and Olive Hovey Freeman”  or 
possibly two separate books - one on Olive and one on 
Winslow Farr Sr.  Let us know what you think. 
 
Karen cautions us on some fraudulent research by a 
man named Anjous, and asks that  you  please check 
your  information  and  see  if  it  was  done  by  this 
man.  The website  is: 
 
 www.linkline.com/personal/xymox/fraud/anjousbu.htm. 
  
 Please be careful and check this site.  Tim and Karen 
looked and it had the Freeman line in there and some 
others. 
 
Tim and Karen have hired Andrew Pierce to work on 
some lines that they have narrowed down and they will 
report on his progress at the next meeting in the Fall. 
 
Karen asks that we “Get busy now and find us some 
stories and etc. to put in this book.  I’m sure that we all 
have these laying around so take the time to find them 
or research them out in the libraries.”   Please send any 
information you find to: 
 
 

Karen Kauer 
827 E. 350 N. 
St.. Anthony, ID   83445 
Redhen@nstep.net 

 
 
 
Tim also is working with Andrew Pierce to help with 
those lines that are not yet verified.  If any of you wish 
to be involved by taking a line and helping Tim and 
Karen, please email Karen at the address given above. 
We certainly appreciate the great efforts put in by Tim,  

 
Karen and the other researchers who have worked and 
will work on our lines.  
 
Harold Armstrong, our down line chairman wasn’ t able 
to be with us at the meeting. He continues to work on 
tracing descendants of Olive and Winslow Farr Sr.  If 
you would like to take an assignment from Harold 
please call him at 801-966-2544. 
 
 

THE IMPORTANCE OF  
FAMILY HERITAGE  

 
 
I take a monthly financial newsletter where the editor 
often comments on other aspects of our lives.  In his 
June 6th letter he made these comments:   
‘Europeans’  interest in organized religion or in 
religion at all is fading.  In Britain and France, less 
than 10% of the population attend church as often 
as once a month.  In Scandinavia, less than 3% of 
the population attend church. In Amsterdam, the 
Dutch Reformed Church is converting churches into 
luxury apartments to pay bills . . .  In Western 
Europe 50% of the people say they believe in God 
while in America it is 95%.  (Richard Russell, The 
Dow Theory Letters, pg. 5) 
 
Even in America with an apparent greater belief in 
God, we see social problems of huge magnitude 
including divorce, drug and alcohol abuse and other 
ills of society. We need a grounding through 
understanding who we are, knowing what God 
wants for us, and by being able to extract examples 
from noble past ancestors on which to model our 
lives.  Through understanding the strength of our 
forefathers, we can better live our lives and teach 
our children. Knowing these ancestors that have 
lived good lives can give us all strength in time of 
trial. Passing on our heritage through biographies 
and research can strengthen our families.  
 
We have been serializing the lives of Lorin Farr and 
Winslow Farr Jr. in our newsletter.  We would love 
to include biographies and articles of other family 
members. Please contact us if you have any you 
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would like to include.  
 
I think we will all draw strength from the life of 
Maybeth Farr Reimann.  Her story follows: 
 
 

MAYBETH FARR REIMANN  
 
The following information was taken from a talk 
given by her daughter, 
Louise Erekson, at her 
funeral on May 19, 2001. 
 
Maybeth Farr Reimann 
was born on a hot 
summer day, August 5th, 
1914, in a small adobe 
house near Tucson, 
Arizona.  She was the 
third daughter and fourth 
child of Ernest and 
Vivian Elizabeth Johnson 
Farr. 
 
When she was very small, she contracted 
double pneumonia and nearly died.  The doctor said 
he couldn’ t do anything for her, but faith, prayers and 
the priesthood saved her life.  
 
Because of her lovely voice, Maybeth was asked to 
sing in the Methodist choir.  They were willing to pay 
her to sing in their choir, so every Sunday Maybeth 
attended both LDS and Methodist services. 
 
Maybeth attended the University of Arizona for three 
years prior to serving a mission to California for the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. During 
the fall of 1938, she developed health problems and 
was  diagnosed with tuberculosis, which meant she 
would have to be sent home.  On New Year’s Eve 
she asked for and was given a beautiful blessing.  
She was healed within the hour. 
 
One event on her mission was particularly notable: 
She and her companion had been sitting on a bench 
anchored on the rocks about 100 feet above the 
ocean near Monterey, California.  Both were 
enjoying the experience of feeling the sea spray, 

especially Maybeth who was from the desert.  A 
large storm  was moving in, and they were both 
prompted to get away from there.  They were 
running back to their car just as a huge wave came 
up over the cliff and swept the bench away where 
they had been sitting.  The wave still knocked them 
both down.  She learned a valuable lesson on acting 
on the promptings of the Spirit. 
 
After her mission, Maybeth moved to Salt Lake and 
got a job on Temple Square as a secretary for 
Brother Joseph Peery.  One of the tour guides on 
Temple Square was a young bachelor of 36 named 
Paul Reimann.   He was always being introduced to 
eligible young ladies, so when her boss  wanted to 
introduce him to the new secretary, he went along 
good-naturedly.  Five months after their introduction 
they were married in the Salt Lake Temple by 
Maybeth’s cousin, Apostle George Albert Smith. 
 
Maybeth and Paul had five children; three boys and 
two girls.  Each of her boys served  full-time 
missions and six of her grandsons have also served 
a full-time mission with a seventh currently in the 
mission field.  All five of her children married in the 
temple.  Her four married grandchildren were also 
married in the temple, with another grand-daughter 
to follow them  in August.  
 
Maybeth was a kind and gracious hostess to all who 
came to her house.  When her own mother had a 
stroke, she brought her to her own home in Salt 
Lake to care for her until she passed away.  She did 
the same for her father when he became ill for as 
long as she was able. 
 
She became interested in genealogy work while still 
a young mother.  Of her many varied interests, 
searching out her ancestors was her favorite.  She 
traveled to England to do genealogy research twice, 
and also went to Mexico to see where her parents 
had lived and married.  Her genealogy research 
resulted in so many names being submitted to the 
temple that they cannot be easily counted.   
 
In 1980 Maybeth and Paul Reimann were called to 
serve as missionaries at the Independence, 
Missouri Visitor’s Center, and later at Temple 
Square in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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Maybeth cared for her husband Paul during his 
illness until he passed away peacefully in 1989. 
She continued, with some health set-backs of her 
own, in her beloved genealogy until October of 2000, 
when she had a heart attack.  Under the loving care 
of her children, Maybeth was able to live long 
enough to see her newest great grandchild, Jon 
Thomas Erekson, when he was only one day old.  
She died three days later on May 12, 2001. Her 
beloved sister Melissa, followed her in death only 32 
hours later.  It was comforting to her children that 
these two sisters who had been so close in life would 
not be parted by death. 
 
 
 

THE DIARIES OF 
WINSLOW FARR JR.  

 by 
 Wilma S. Smith & Randall A. Smith 

 
 
 

   Part Seven 
 ********************** 

 
[1860 February] Washington, Utah 
 
Winslow Farr Jr. helped his father-in-law, 
Robert D. Covington quarry sandstone and 

build a stone wall.   In addition, Winslow 
drove cattle to mountain pastures, hauled 
seed cotton to the gin, helped bale cotton and 
plant trees.   He also worked for others in 
exchange for cotton and molasses. 
 
Monday Feb 27   I went after a load of wood for my 
father in law    
 
Tuesday 28   I hunted cattle   My dog killed a small 
wolf and helped to drive the cattle to the mountains  
  I went with my family to Br Dibbles scenery of the 
martyrdom of Joseph and Hiram   Also heard a 
recitation of Joseph’s last speech to the Nauvoo 
Legion 
 
Wednesday 29 I went with the company of Dibble 
and Holliday to Tonaquint 15 miles from Washington 
City, Utah where they held an exhibition of the 
scenery depicting the martyrdom of Joseph and 
Hiram Smith   I played the violins during the showing 
  We danced in the after part of the night    
 
Thursday March 1   We returned home to 
Washington 
 
Monday 5th   I helped to bail cotton   quite windy   
bailed cotton all this week    
 
Tuesday 13   In the fore noon we shelled corn   in 
the afternoon I went to work on the road in 
Washington County Ut    Worked the rest of n the 
road   rained a little while I was there   returned 
Saturday evening 9 pm    
 
Sunday 18   I staid home and wrote a letter to my 
folks in Salt Lake City   went in bathing 
 
[April 1, 1860] 
Together with my father in law started for Cedar City 
for flour   quite windy camped at Grape Vine Spring  
 quite an Indian camp here    
 
Wednesday 4   We unloaded our molasses and 
cotton in the tithing office   I left them  till I start for 
Salt Lake City    loaded up 12 bushel of potatoes 10 
bushels of wheat   12 bushels of wheat in another 
place and took our wheat to the mill 
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Thursday 5    we started for Washington   camped 
on Ash Creek   very windy   on Saturday the 7th very 
windy   we drove on through to Washington    
 
Sunday 8   I went in bathing   quite pleasant in the 
fore noon but very windy and stormy   not very well 
today attended meeting 
 
Wednesday 11 quite warm today   our little boy was 
taken quite sick with a cold   
 
Sunday 15   quite warm   I went to meeting   our little 
boy better  
 
Monday April 23    We started for Salt Lake City   we 
drove 16 miles an camped at Grape Vine Springs   
my wifes brother came with us   turned out his horse 
and he got away from him and went home 
 
Wednesday 25   we drove to Cedar City stayed all 
night at Br Woods 
 
Thursday 26 we loaded 100 lbs of my cotton and 42 
gallons of molasses at the tithing house 
 
[Winslow, Emily Jane, and baby Winslow Robert 
continued their journey to Salt Lake City stopping to 
camp in Parowan, Beaver, Wild Cat Canyon, Long 
Canyon and Meadow Creek]  
 
[There is a gap in the diaries from May 2, 1860 until 
September 25, 1860 which contains one entry]. 
 
[There is another gap in the diaries from September 
25, 1860 until January 21, 1861] 
 
September Tuesday 25   I together with 3 others 
killed two cubs of a bear and wounded the mother   it 
was just before daylight in the morning   we were 
very well prepared for the attack   each of us had a 
rifle and a revolve a piece   we had a wagon and box 
to prevent the old one from hurting us as she was 
very ferocious and mad   the cubs weighed 40 lbs a 
piece and were fat and tender  
 
[No location is given for this incident]  
 
[Winslow and his family, were called to move to  

 
Cache Valley, Utah to help establish a new Mormon 
settlement. We believe this was in 1860] 
 
Winslow, Emily Jane and family resided on a farm in 
Mendon Cache Valley, Utah until January 1861.  
The family then sold the farm and moved on to 
Paradise, Utah. 
 
[No date of entry]  Our first child Winslow Robert 
was born February 3, 1860 at 2 o’clock PM   
Washington County Utah   Our little boy Winslow 
Robert died on the 15 July 1861 in Paradise Cache 
County Utah with a disease of the lungs after two 
months sickness 
 
Emily Olive the daughter of Winslow and Emily Farr 
was born February 15, 1862 Paradis Cache County 
State of Deseret on Saturday 11 o’clock PM   I sold 
out my farm Mendon Cache Valley and moved to 
Paradise on May 1[1861] and commenced me a 
new farm     raised 150 bushels of wheat 
 
[Paradise Cache County 1861] 
 
I was voted on the fence committee shortly after I 
came there   I was appointed school house 
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committee or one of them on the 3rd of March   I was  
elected constable for Paradise and so far as I know I 
have tried to do my duty   I am well respected in this 
place at present 
 
[Paradise Cache County 1862] 
 
I have been very busy this winter/1862 in logging 
and building sheds and stables and corrals   Very 
long and hard winter and late spring   stock looks 
poor   I expected to sent one yolk of cattle to the 
states this season to help the poor and I did so 
  

********************* 
  

To Be Continued 

 
LORIN FARR HISTORY  

Part IX 
 

By David J Farr 
 
We continue the history of Lorin Farr in writing of the fur 
trappers in the early settlement of Ogden and talking about 
the activities of Peter Skene Ogden and the military leader 
and explorer, John Fremont. This history is taken from the 
book I am working on:     
 

 
All the employees of the American Fur Company 
were now assembled in one group in Logan Canyon 
in the spring of 1825.  They then probably moved 
down the North Ogden Canyon from Cache to 

Weber. It was there on May 29th that Hudson Bay 
employees who had been in Peter Skene Ogden’s 
company arrived in camp.  There they joined the 
Americans bringing all their furs with them.  Peter 
Skene Ogden, 
associated with the 
Hudson Bay Company,  
was born in Quebec, 
Canada in 1794.  He 
was the son of a 
prominent lawyer and 
received a good 
education in law which 
he later rejected and 
became a trapper.  He 
had been raised a 
Christian and always 
lived a noble life.  Peter 
Ogden became a true 
frontiersman and was 
prominent in Weber County history.   In 1811 he 
became the clerk for the Northwest Fur Company, 
which was a British firm in competition with Hudson 
Bay.  Later the Hudson Bay Company purchased 
the Northwest Fur Company. Ogden trapped in 
central Canada until 1818 and then came to the 
Pacific Coast. In the fall of 1824 Ogden was in 
charge of the Snake River Expedition and continued 
to be  prominent in the Hudson Bay Company. 
 
Fortunately Peter Ogden recorded some interesting 
experiences in his journal regarding his activities 
during the winter of 1824-25. On December 22nd, 
1824 he wrote: 
 
“ If we do not find some game, we shall surely 
starve.  My Indian guides threaten to leave us. . . 
We do not see the trace of an animal.  I feel very 
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uneasy about food. . . . I held prayers. The cold 
increases. Prospects are gloomy; not twenty pounds 
of food in camp . . . (On New Year’s Day, Ogden 
wrote again). . .  We had more fasting than feasting. 
. . sent my men into the mountains for deer. . .  Tom 
McKay arrived without seeing the track of an animal 
so this blasted my hope. The wolves follow our 
camp. Two horses killed for the kettle.”  
 
The trappers struggled on until spring when the 
aforementioned trappers deserted Ogden and came 
to the Americans in the Weber area.  Ogden 
reached the northern border of Utah in 1825. 
 
His next trip to the state was in 1828. On December 
23rd of that year he wrote: 
 
“Here we are at the end of Great Salt Lake, having 
this season explored one-half of the north side of it 
and can safely assert, as the Americans have of the 
south side, that it is a barren country, destitute of 
every thing.”    
 
Peter Skene Ogden didn’ t actually get to Ogden 
until 1830 when he visited Ogden River, Ogden 
Hole and other points in Weber County.  As the 
Ogden name came into prominence in this area so 
did the Weber name.  John H. Weber was a 
trapper and member of the Rocky Mountain Fur 
Company.  Weber went to the mountains in 1822 
and remained five 
years. During this 
period he 
commanded a 
detachment of 
trappers and he 
discovered the 
Great Salt Lake, 
Weber River and 
Weber Canyon. 
While credence 
cannot be given to 
these claims of 
discovery, Weber was a  member of Ashley’s 
detachments and probably this is the source of the 

name of the river and canyon. 
 
After the trappers provided a cache for their furs 
where they hid them up in the earth they held a 
rendevous for their winter quarters on the junction of 
 the Weber and the Ogden Rivers. This region was 
chosen for its genial 
client. J. Cecil Alder 
recorded regarding this 
area: 
 
“James Bridger found it 
the most attractive and 
homelike valley known to 
him in the West, a 
distinction which was 
never changed in his 
mind; though he visited it 
often, it was with an 
affectionate interest of increasing proportions 
according to his later declarations. Its streams were 
his pleasant pathways as a trapper, its berries and 
other products were satisfying additions to his food, 
its rich and abundant grasses recuperated his 
animals, and its rich soils and gentle climate led him 
to visualize in it a land of prosperous homes.”  
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The winter gathering of trappers, their wives and 
children in Weber County was the greatest gathering 
of its kind known during the trapping period in Utah 
history.  There were 700  trappers and their families 
in addition a tribe of Snake Indian numbering some 
2500 who joined the trappers for the winter.  So, 
there were 3200 people encamped on the 
predecessor ground of what would become Ogden 
City, Weber County.  During that winter the trappers 
had the Indians hunt buffalo and other game for 
food.  Trappers and Indians wiled away their time in 
the Indians’  ‘medicine lodge,’  where they had the 
medicine man read their futures. During one winter 
night a group of Bannock Indians stole about 80 of 
the trappers’  horses. Forty volunteers under 
Fitzpatrick and Bridger mounted a posse to go in 
pursuit of the renegades.  They pursued them to 
their village. Fitzpatrick mounted a surprise attack on 
the village while Bridger with the remaining men 
drove off approximately 300 horses. The Indians 
pursued but the trappers arrived back to their camp 
with all their horses, plus 40 of the finest of the 
Indian horses and no loss of life. The trappers had 
killed six Indians, taking their scalps as trophies.  
The returning heroes were greeted with a lively 
celebration and demonstration. 
 
In the spring of 1826, members of the Rocky 
Mountain Fur Company trapped the streams of 
Weber County. The trappers were informed by 

couriers from General Ashley that the summer 
rendevous would be at the Ogden camp site.  The 
couriers then went on their way to find all the Indians 
and free trappers they could find. The trappers 
returned to their caches to bring the furs to the 
summer exchange. They had barely arrived when 
they were informed by some friendly Flathead 
Indians that 30 men under Robert Campbell were 
encamped some twelve or fourteen miles to the 
south without ammunition.  Volunteers delivered the 
needed ammunition to them.  While the combined 
group was returning, they were attacked by a large 
force of Blackfeet warriors.  The fighting was fierce 
and the trappers were in a rather desperate 
situation. They sent their wives and children into the 
willows while the men fought towards a more 
advantageous position with shelter.  The savages 
were so numerous that it looked as though all the 
trappers and their families would be slaughtered.  
With ammunition running low,  Robert Campbell 
asked for volunteers to break out of the siege and 
go for help.  Trappers Calhoun and Beckwourth, 
disguised as Indians, broke through and made their 
way toward the planned rendevous. They met 
trappers on the way and rushed toward the scene of 
battle to rescue their comrades. The Blackfeet fled 
at their approach. The Indians lost 100 men and the 
trappers only four. The Trappers scalped seventeen 
of the Indians with the rest of the dead taken by the 
retreating Indians.  
 
On the second day of the planned summer 
rendevous the Blackfeet returned to attack. They 
killed five Snake Indians who were gathering roots 
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some distance from camp.  Immediately volunteers 
were called to pursue the Blackfeet. Three hundred 
trappers and a large party of Snake warriors 
responded. Engaging the Blackfeet, the battle raged 
for six hours.  After the hostile foe had retreated they 
found 173 Blackfeet dead, 11 of the Snake Warriors 
killed, and no trappers. 
 
For a while the American and British trappers were in 
competition for Utah furs. Trapping continued during 
the 1830's but began to wane. Most of the trappers 
had left the area by the early 1840's. The mountain 
men that remained settled down and built cabins on 
their old haunts and continued with their Indian wives 
to raise their children. Two of these men were James 
Bridger and Miles Goodyear. The sun was setting on 
the days of trapping and rising on a vanguard of 
government explorers to be followed by the pioneers. 
   

 
One of the most 
prominent of the 
explorers was 
John C. Fremont 
who led several 
expeditions for the 
United States 
government into 
the western 
regions of the 
North American 
continent. During 
Fremont’s activity 
(1842-1853) the 
United States and 
Britain owned the 
Oregon country 

together by a joint treaty.  A division was made in 
1846 leaving this territory to the United States. John 
C. Fremont was sometimes referred to as ‘The 
Pathfinder’  due to his many trips of exploration. 
Fremont served in both the army and the Navy. He 
rose to the office of general and was a presidential 
candidate for the Republicans in the 1856 election. 

He lost  to James Buchanan. His work was very 
helpful in providing information on trails for the 
pioneers and tracks for future railways.  His wife 
was the daughter of the Missouri Senator, Thomas 
Hart Benton. She would later help her husband  
write stirring accounts of their adventures.  (Lorin 
Farr History, pgs 59-63 by David J. Farr) 
 
We continue to search for additional historical 
information (journals, correspondence, pictures, 
etc.) On Lorin Farr, his wives and children.  I have 
about 226 pages of history and am constantly 
adding to this as able.  I would think that I would 
have a book of close to 400 pages or more with 
pictures of family, associates, and friends of Lorin 
Farr.  I’m really not sure how long it will be and 
when it will be finished.  My valued assistant, 
Claudine Barnett, will be adding various photos and 
illustrations - as you see in this current installment.  
My daughter, Alisa Farr Harper , is my Utah contact 
for copying any photographs you might have or 
receiving other historical information.  Alisa’s 
address and phone number are 50 E. Hunters 
Haven, Saratoga Springs, UT 84043    (801)766-
3702.  If you have something of interest that you 
think should be in this book, she will arrange to pick 
it up and copy it.  Just let her know.  You may also 
send items to me by mail, fax or email. 
 
I am enclosing inserts listing Lorin’s wives and 
children so you know who is in the area of focus in 
our search.  Thanks for your help! 
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THE SIXTH WIFE  
 
 
We continue to research the mystery of Lorin’s sixth wife, 
Clara Bate.  I had heard rumors that she was of Indian 

descent, which 
did not prove out. 
 She was listed 
on the LDS 
Family Search 
site as being 
married to Lorin 
Farr and born in 

Waterford, VT. in 1822, which did not prove true.  On 
further searching,  I found her listed, with her parents and 
date of birth,  in a ledger belonging to  Lorin Farr which 
had been given to me by Lewis Farr.  There, in Lorin’s 
own handwriting, we discovered more substantial and 
primary information.   
 
According to Lorin Farr’s ledger (in which he had listed 
all his wives and children) we found that Clara was born 
26th of May 1858 in London, Middlesex, England.  Her 
parents were Richard Bate (born about 1828) and Mary 
Nixon  (born about 1830);  both in London, Middlesex, 
England.  On Family Search we find that Richard and 
Mary Bate are the parents of Joseph Bate, to whom they 
are sealed. We do not yet find Clara listed as their 
daughter.  So our main evidence for connecting her to 
Richard and Mary is Lorin’s family ledger.  Good primary 
evidence. 
 
In checking the Early Church Information Index in the 
Family History Library at BYU we find Temple Index 
Bureau card showing Clara’s marriage to Lorin on March 
8, 1901 in the Salt Lake Temple. It lists her age as 42  
which would concur with the date given in Lorin’s ledger. 
That was the only reference to Clara Bate in this index.  It 
was interesting that in this same index there were 80 
 references to Lorin, which I copied for reference in his 
history.   
 
Lorin Farr had been introduced to Clara Bate as a potential 

housekeeper by a friend in Salt Lake. Lorin, who  had 
three of his wives die in the 1890's, must have decided 
that he would need to marry Clara before having her come 
and keep house for him in Ogden. Lorin still had two 
surviving wives -  Olive Jones Farr and Nicoline 
Errickson Farr -  but perhaps their health kept them from 
the more rigorous duties of keeping house to meet all 
family needs.  In any event Lorin tells us in his Travel 
Journals [Oct. 3rd 1899-August 1904 & March 8, 1901] 

that he had confirmed Clara after her baptism on March 3, 
1901 under the direction of Bishop Spiers of the 10th 
ward.  In a search of the Salt Lake City 10th ward, I could 
not find any record of Clara Bate in that time period.  
Lorin mentions that he wanted Clara to get her 
endowment on March 8th, 1901  so they could be married 
on the 9th of March.  Bishop Spiers wanted her to wait as 
she had not been able to demonstrate a tithing paying 
record as of yet. This seems quite reasonable in terms of 
church policy, but Lorin needed to speed things up due to 
his schedule and perhaps feeling the weight of years.   
 
So, Lorin Farr sought the help of Latter-Day Saint church 
president Lorenzo Snow.  President Snow instructed his 
scribe to to write a letter to Br. Winder  (John Winder, 
temple president and later to become a counselor to 
President Joseph  F. Smith)  instructing him to go ahead 
with Clara’s endowment and marriage to Lorin.  In 
accordance with instructions,  President Winder married 
Lorin and Clara in the temple on March 9th, 1901.  Lorin 
talks of staying at Clara’s daughter’s house indicating that 
she was married previously, before meeting Lorin. We 
don’t know anything about her first husband or her 
daughter.  In his travel journals he mentions taking Clara 
on a number of trips to California and referring to some 
illnesses she suffered on these trips. 
 
(Source records in possession of David J. Farr.) 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR  
 
D.K. Farr, of Huntington Beach, California shared the 
following experience he had at our Farr Reunion last 
Summer.  He wrote: 
 
Just a note to express appreciation to you and the other 
volunteers for organizing such a wonderful reunion last 
August. I’m certain most members of the Farr Family 
have no idea just how much work goes into the many 
facets of leading this organization. While attending the 
Winslow Jr. seminar by Claudia Keyworth, I was given 
the name and phone number of Inez Farr in Taylorsville 
(West Ogden). It turns out that she is the sister-in-law of 
my grandfather, Aaron Lafayette Farr. Because of a 
rather bitter divorce when my father was only 2 years old, 
I knew very little about my ‘biological’ grandfather and 
his side of the family. Thanks to Inez and the Farr Family 
Reunion of 2000, I now have copies of several photos, 
blessings, personal accounts and other documents that 
help fill in a rather mysterious void in my family history. 
 
I really felt I needed to tell you this because it means so 
much to me and my brothers, and without the Winslow 
Farr Sr. Family Organization we and our posterity would 
have never known about this branch of our heritage. 
Thank you again.’  
 
 
 
 

CREATIVE FAMILY 
HISTORY  

 
The following effort in  writing (rewriting ) family history 
was shared by Joe Reimann. This story was written in the  
 
 
April 15, 2001 issue of the Utah Water Users Association 
newsletter, titled, ‘Blast from the Past.’ 
 

‘An amateur genealogical researcher, in a story from my 
friend, Al Burns, discovered that his great uncle, Remus 
Starr, a fellow lacking 
character, was hanged for 
horse stealing and train 
robbery in Montana in 
1889. The only known 
photograph of Remus 
shows him standing on 
the gallows. On the back 
of the picture is this 
inscription: ‘Remus Starr, 
horse thief, sent to 
Montana Territorial 
Prison 1885, escaped 
1887, robbed the Montana 
Flyer six times. Caught by 
Pinkerton detectives, 
convicted and hanged in 
1889.’ 
 
Al went on,  ’In a Family History subsequently written by 
the nephew, Remus’s picture is cropped, scanned in as an 
enlarged image, and edited with the image processing 
software so that all that is seen is a head shot.’ The 
accompanying biographical sketch follows: ‘Remus Starr 
was a famous cowboy in the Montana Territory.   His 
business empire grew to include acquisition of valuable 
equestrian assets and intimate deals with the Montana 
Railroad.  Beginning in 1883, he devoted several years of 
his life to service at a government facility,  finally taking 
leave to resume his dealings with the railroad.  In 1887, 
he was a key player in a vital investigation run by the 
renowned Pinkerton Detective Agency.  In 1889, Remus 
passed away during an important civic function held in 
his honor when the platform upon which he was standing 
collapsed.’  
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WINSLOW FARR SR. 
FAMILY MONUMENT 

 
We have been researching the condition of the monument that 
represents the burial plot of Winslow and Olive Farr and some 
other family members.  Reed Hunter took pictures of it which I 

‘m including.  These 
pictures will be available 
for viewing on his website 
at www.hunterdr.com/farr 
user name farr password 
winslow.       
If you wish to visit the 
grave site, you can go to 
4th & N Street to the Salt 
Lake Cemetery.  It is off 
of Main and 330 N.   
Approximately 100 feet 
south from 330 N., right 
between the monuments 
to President John Taylor 
and Jedediah Grant, by a 
large tree is the site.  
 
It is a very serene feeling 
to stand or sit by this 

monument and realize the 
great blessing that has 
come to all of us through 
the courage of Winslow and 
Olive Farr from their 
acceptance of the gospel in 
far off Charleston, Vt. and 
then coming west with the 
Saints in all their 
tribulations. They remained 
true all their lives and 
represent to us a 
monument of spiritual 
strength that should give 
hope and solace to us all in 
our challenging mortal 
journey. It would be only 
fitting that we should  honor 
their memory by restoring 
their monument to a more 
suitable condition. May we 
never forget their sacrifice 
and meaning in our lives. 
 
 

 

 
ITEMS TO REMEMBER. .  

 
 

1. Hand out membership forms to those in 
your family who do not yet belong to our 
family organization. 

 
2. Use the Order Form for items you might 

want and contributions to help us in 
research. 

 
3. Talk to Karen Kauer or Harold Armstrong 

about joining our research efforts. 
 
4. We are looking for people to be on a 

committee to restore the Winslow Farr 
Family Monument - please check out the 
website listed in the article for more 
photographs. 

 
5. Contact David Farr with any information 

you may have on Lorin Farr that should be 
included in his book. 

 
 
 

 


