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President’s Greeting and Overview  

 
�

This is the renewal newsletter.  Please 
don’ t forget to send in your renewal of $20 to 
receive the June 2001 and January 2002 
newsletters.  We appreciate your continued 
support and by renewing now we won’ t have to 
remind you by additional letters.  
 

The newsletter is late due to my 
involvement in finishing a family history on my 
mother and father which I will tell you about in 
this issue.  We have also included information 
about our exciting August 2000 reunion, our 
Farr research work, our year 2000 finances and 
other interesting things happening in our 
organization.  Included in this newsletter is the 
continuing serialization of the lives of Lorin Farr 
and Winslow Farr Jr.   We also have interesting 
articles on ancestors Roger Conant and Joseph 
Meriam sent to us by Tim Farr. 
 

As those of you involved in the pursuit 
of family history are already well aware, I’m 
finding it is a never-ending story.  It is exciting, 
involving, interesting and compelling.  Susan 
Easton Black, (noted LDS author) once told me 
during an interview in her office regarding the 
writing of biographies, that it is a compelling 
subject one cannot let go of.   Susan Black 
certainly has the spirit of her work  as she has 
produced over 80 books, many of them 
involving church history and biographies.   
 

We have been fortunate to have been 
contacted by some family members who are 
interested in pursuing biographical work on the 
lives of Aaron Farr and Diantha Farr Clayton.  
Marcia Nelson recently joined our organi-zation 
and has agreed to work on compiling 
biographical information on her ancestor, Aaron 

Farr.  I sent her everything I had in my files on 
Aaron.  If any of you have information you could 
send her, you can contact her at: 
 

Marcia Nelson 
8607 147th Ave. S.E.  

Snohomish, WA 98290  
(360) 862-1112 

 email nelsons1rock@aol.com  
 
Marcia’  enthusiasm about Aaron Farr is 
exciting.  Eventually she will contribute to our 
newsletter, telling us the story of this 
remarkable man. 
 

Sharon Jeppson has expressed interest 
in pursuing information on the life of Diantha 
Farr Clayton.  I have sent her all the information 
I had on Diantha.  If any of you have 
information, she can be reached at: 
 

Sharon Jeppson 
974 W. 600 So.  

Layton, Utah 84041 
Phone 801-546-3351 

email  typha@deseretonline.com   
 
We are very pleased to have Sharon’s interest 
in pursuing the life of Diantha Farr and we look 
forward to future newsletter articles on this very 
interesting family member.  
 

OBITUARY NOTICE  
 

We are sad to report the death of Robert 
Stum, a devoted family member, who made 
significant contributions to our knowledge of 
Aaron Farr with his interesting presentations at 
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past Farr reunions.  Some of you may remember 
his very interesting and dramatic presentation of 
Aaron Farr at our 1996 Farr reunion at the Lorin 
Farr Stake Center in Ogden.  We extend our 
sympathy and love to his wife, Gladys at this 
difficult time.   
(Please let us know of any other family members we should 
remember in our obituary notices.) 
 

 

WINSLOW FARR SR. GRAVE 
SITE 
 

Reed Hunter and his wife visited the 
Winslow Farr Sr. grave site at the Salt Lake City 
Airport and took several pictures.  The grave and 
memorial are posted on Reed’s website at 
www.fightpain.com/farr.  Please go there to view 
his pictures. 

 
We are looking for a family member to 

lead us in assessing this site for restoration.  
Once we get a quote, we can raise the money to 
do a restoration project.   
 

In the past we have raised money to 
restore the grave sites of our Farr-Freeman 

ancestors in Lower Waterford, Vermont and 
Lorin Farr’s monument in Ogden, Utah. 
 

WRITING 
A FAMILY 
HISTORY 
 

In this 
day of disinte-
grating moral 
values, poor 
leadership 
examples, 
family break-ups and other assorted ills of 
society, it is critically important that we leave 
our descendants a history of our lives and 
the lives of other family members.   
Recorded history is a way of communicating 
values and reinforcing behavior.  It can help 
lead descendants to follow their reli-gious 
beliefs and bring them happiness.  Growing 
up, I was always impressed and 
strengthened by the example of my Farr 
ancestors as well as other families from 
which I descended and appreciated their 
recorded family histories where available. 
 

This feeling prompted me to keep a 
journal  since my mission and motivated me 
to encourage my parents to participate with 
me in writing their personal history.  When I 

began to tape oral interviews with them back in 
1985, my dad could not understand why anyone 
would be interested in his life story.  But with 
persistence, encouragement and many 
interviews we recorded the essentials of their 
lives.  Along the way we discovered some very 
interesting stories and incidents that will have 
much meaning in our family for generations to 
come.  After 15 years, numerous interviews, the 
accumulating of family photos and input from 
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other family members, we have published a 250 
page family history.  It has taken my valued 
assistant, Claudine Barnett, and myself 
numerous hours to put this together.  My niece, 
Alison Brisker, also participated and did a great 
job of editing the history and helping us ready it 
for publication.   

The history covers ancestral biographies 
going back four generations on each of my 
parent’s ancestors, my parents’  lives before 
marriage and their family life together.  Each of 
their four children also contributed short histories 
on their own lives and we included comments 
and tributes from each of the grandchildren. 
Truly, it was like pulling teeth to get these stories 
together, but we have a great feeling of 
accomplishment to finally go to print.  We used 
Word Perfect with pictures scanned in to 
complete this 250 page history.  We were 
fortunate in finding a printer with good knowledge 
of graphics and programs.  He recommended 
using programs such as Pagemaker or Corel 
Draw rather than a standard word processing 
program to do graphic intensive presentations as 
they are easier to use.  Now he tells us!  
Graphics tend to slip around on you in Word 
Perfect, so we will try something else on our next 
project. 

 I believe we can magnify success in our 
family history  work by encouraging others to 
become active, involved and organized in this 
important work.  I hope you enjoy this newsletter 
and will pass it onto other relatives,  encouraging 
them to also be involved.   New members can 
sign up by printing off our membership 
application on our website, or requesting a form 
be emailed or sent to them.  

 

 OFFICER - TRUSTEE 
MEETING 
We had 
a good, thorough 
review of our 
Reunion in 
Kaysville, Utah in 
August and we are 
attaching a financial report of the reunion along 
with our year 2000 financial report.   Rebecca 
Jones, reporter for the Denver Rocky Mountain 
News, covered our reunion and we have 

enclosed a copy of her article.  Rebecca was 
doing a special section on four different reunions 
and thanks to a contact by Claudia Keyworth, 
she heard about us and came out with a 
photographer to record our reunion.   

Renee Warner, our Chairperson, along 
with an excellent crew of helpers, put on a 
reunion to remember. For those of you who were 
not there we are enclosing a copy of the classes 
and activities along with a summary of comments 
our family members made about the 
presentations.  We had an excellent group of  
teachers offering classes on various family 
members and related family history subjects.  
We hope to continue this tradition in 2003 at our 
next reunion.  

We enjoyed  a great temple meeting at 
the Salt Lake Temple with speeches from family 
members  and Elder Richard Scott of the Council 
of the Twelve.  These talks are available for 
purchase on the  enclosed order form.  We held 
our family meeting, prior to going through the 
temple,  in the South Visitors Center on Temple 
Square as the chapel in the temple was under 
construction.  Ordinances were performed for  
over 100 deceased family members. It was a 
very wonderful and spiritual evening.  Thanks go 
to Joe Reimann for organizing this important part 
of our reunion.   

The following day we participated in a 
wide variety of classes at Bishop Bruce Lloyd’s 
ward.  The reception by those attending was 
outstanding and we will  continue this tradition of 
teaching in future reunions.  That evening we 
enjoyed a wonderful program of music  and  
square dancing.  Our reporter, Rebecca Jones, 
attended and though reluctant at first,  she soon 
got out and enjoyed 
twirling around the 
floor. Everyone 
enjoyed the festivities.   

We enjoyed a 
family picnic the next 
day and along with the various activities, handed 
out door prizes.  

Heartfelt thanks go to Renee Warner, her 
committee and all who served in one way or 
another, for making this reunion an outstanding 
success. They spent much time and energy on 
this event and as a result, this reunion set a very 
high standard to measure future reunions by.  
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As a result of feedback from those who 
attended, we may change our temple night for 
the reunion in 2003 to Friday and then have all 
the classes, food and enter-tainment on 
Saturday so more of our  youth and working 
adults may participate. 

On our order form (enclosed) we have 
added  speeches from the Lorin Farr Dedication 
presided over by Elder Jay E. Jensen, of the First 
Quorum of Seventy.   We also feature a 
biography on the wives of Lorin Farr presented at 
the reunion.   In addition, we are including an 
order form from Wilma Smith for any of you 
wishing to have the book she wrote on Winslow 
Farr Jr. and a copy of his autograph book from 
his imprisonment for poly-gamy.  You should 
order Winslow Farr Jr. books directly from 
Wilma.   

Karen Gall, our membership chairman, 
reported her follow-up with those who were 
members that had failed to renew.  Through her 
phone calls and encourage-ment many have 
since renewed and wish to continue with us.  We 
appreciate Karen’s efforts to help build our 
membership. 
 

RESEARCH MEETING 
We were fortunate in having Dean 

Hunter,  English Research expert, with his son 
Reed at our meeting.  Dean is directing the 
research of various probate and family history 
records on Farr’s. Not having as much time to do 
this as desired he is working with his son Reed 
who is extracting as many Farr names as he can 
from England prior to 1700.  Reed is extracting 
wills and other family records and putting into a 
PAF (Personal Ancestral File) all the Farr names 
and families he finds on the I.G.I. (International 
Genealogical Index) prior to 1700.  The I.G.I. is a 
computerized index of several hundred million 
names of deceased persons from all over the 
world. Many of these names come from the 
period of 1550 to 1885.  The Hunters are 
primarily looking at 1700 and before because 
that is where we need to prove the connection of 
our known ancestor Stephen Farr (#16 on our 
pedigree chart) b. 1649 to his father, which we 
always have thought was a Thomas Farr . Dean 
and Reed feel this connection is not certain and 
they are trying to come up with the evidence to 

link Stephen to his father.  To learn more about 
the Farr’s, or any of our ancestors, go to our 
website for names and histories. 

As of today, Reed reports that there are 
3,249 individuals in our working PAF file and 882 
families.  Other work done includes; wills located 
in reference books - 368; wills found and 
photographed - 284; wills abstracted - 104.  He 
reported at the meeting that they had five binders 
of family group sheets arranged by county.  They 
are going through the counties, like Bedford, and 
adding all the marriages and families together 
where possible. Reed has been copying wills 
and having those extracted, to hopefully find a 
clue that could help us solve the mystery of 
which family we came from in England. Where 
possible wills that connect with any of the 
families we have collected are put in the binders 
with that family.  Reed found it easier from a 
standpoint of time and clarity, to take a digital 
picture of the will and then print it off the 
computer.  Reed is also putting all these 
individuals, families and wills on a CD that can 
be read by anyone with a CD Rom on their 
computer.  As they add to this database,  it will 
become a valuable resource not only to our 
family but to all Farr’s.  We may try to make parts 
of it available on the website as a sample and 
sell the CD’s to other researchers. However, we 
are still in process on this thought.  Any of our 
family who wish may request a CD and the 
Hunters will send one for a nominal charge.   
You can contact Reed Hunter via email: 
mullitone@hotmail..com  or  phone him  at   
(801)508-0108.  In the court at Canterbury there 
were 93 Farr wills, all of which are being copied. 
We feel that by doing a comprehensive search, 
we eventually will get the break that solves the 
case.  We have no idea how much time, effort 
and prayer this will take.  We are determined to 
keep at it until we have success.  

Quite a large sum has been invested into 
this intensive research effort from September 
through December of last year.  We are 
presently slowing the pace due to a need for 
more funds and the fact that Reed can’ t spend 
as much time.  However,  we are continuing to 
have Reed and Dean work on this project at the 
rate of about $500 a month.  We want to keep 
this project alive so we can eventually have 
success.  Reed has six years experience in 
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computer tech support, so he is capable of 
handling the technical side of getting this 
information recorded and stored. Along with his 
dad, Dean’s, expertise in British records we get 
an efficient team to accumulate the records we 
need.  Reed is really enjoying doing the work and 
has a special interest, as he ties into the Farr line 
through his mother.  

Right now Joe Reimann doesn’ t have 
any more cleared names for current work.  Tony 
Farr is working on clearing names from research 
being done by the Hunters.  Even though Tony is 
moving to Hawaii due to a job change, he will 
continue to clear names for us.  Tim Farr is also 
active in clearing names from other lines for 
temple work. If you wish to be involved in doing 
temple work,  call Joe Reimann at 801-272-6369. 
 Those of you that still have cards from 
completed temple work should get them back to 
Joe or Tim, depending on whose name is on the 
card.  

In the meantime,  Joe Reimann, Tim Farr, 
Karen Gall and other family researchers continue 
to track down other family lines.  There is a great 
amount of effort being expended on the part of 
this small cadre of valiant family detectives.  
They don’ t wear badges or carry guns but are 
armed with more important tools for research.  
They are dedicated, are very curious, and have 
the spirit Elijah in their dogged pursuit of family 
truth.  The reward is solving family mysteries - 
finding records that identify our ancestry and 
being able to tell their story.  Karen Kauer, our 
new head of our Upline Research efforts, said 
that she and her brother, Tim Farr, spent 110 
minutes on the phone in going over our new 
ancestral charts from Winslow and Olive Farr 
back.  They color-coded the chart:  pink - 
meaning those names are verified;  yellow - o.k. 
and maybe as good as it is going to get;  green - 
 ancestral names that are not verified.  Tim and 
Karen will publish an index later showing 
confirmed research as compared to those names 
that need further research.  They were able to 
verify these names by checking their central 
records against the names -  seeing how 
complete and original their research was.  Karen 
has given us a list of researchers in our family 
that are active and what lines are assigned, 
which is included in this newsletter. If you wish to 
be involved you can contact Karen Kauer at 208-

624-4081 to volunteer for up line research.  If 
you would rather be involved in gathering names 
coming down the generations beginning from 
Winslow and Olive Farr you can call Harold 
Armstrong, head of this project, at 801-966-
2544.  

If you would like to learn more in depth 
about the names on our pedigree charts, go to 
our website for documentation and stories of 
these early ancestors.  If you have Maybeth 
Reimann’s chart and want to replace it with the 
new ones that Tim now has on disk, please send 
us $10 and we will send you the new charts.  

We feel like we have good momentum in 
research and will continue to do our best to 
complete our pedigree chart and do necessary 
temple work. 
 

RESEARCH NOTES FROM TIM 
FARR 

Tim Farr emailed me some notes on his 
recent efforts and his desire to obtain the New 
England Historical Society’s C.D. to give him 
greater flexibility in research. I’m quoting from 
his email below: 

‘Dave, I have been busy updating our files 
with  Robert Charles Andreson’s research "The 
Great Migration Begins: Immigrants To The New 
World 1620-1633". It has added many new children 
and spouses to the files and has given us many 
event dates that we previously have not had. I have 
been working on it alphabetically since that is the 
way his 3 vol. set is arranged. I have finished up to 
the letter N and have found that it will possibly give 
us more temple submissions. I haven't contacted 
Andrew yet because I want to finish this project first 
and then see where we stand on needed 
assistance with our New England research. 

I have received a few of the temple cards 
back (about 28 from Carrie Delgado) and expect to 
receive more.  I hope to be able to get to the library 
again soon, I have a few more items to check. I'll 
contact you later on that one. 

I have gone over the CD (Farr data base) 
given to us at the last meeting and found it to be 
quite a project. I hope in the end we find a definite 
conclusion to our search for the father of Stephen 
Farr. I am still very comfortable with Thomas as the 
father but we'll see. 

The NEGHS (New England Historical 
Society) has a CD ROM set of their 148 volumes of 
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the NEHGR. (New England Historical Great 
Migration Project)  This would be a great research 
tool for us to have, without needing to go  
to the library to use it. I find myself going to it every 
time I go to the library. I've also noticed that a few 
of the books of certain areas of research have been 
taken from these set of Volumes, Robert Charles 
Andreson's "Great Migration Project" came almost 
exclusively from this set.  Most of his 
info comes from these volumes. Cost of the set on 
CD ROM is about $265. Let me know what you 
think. 

Thanks, Tim 
 

(I gave Tim permission to buy this C.D. on behalf 
of the organization.) Dave Farr 

RESEARCHER 
 
Tim Farr 
801-384-2514 
 
Pamela Bott 
801-5460341 
 
Karen Kauer 
208-624-4081 
 
Mary Lou Lloyd 
801-451-2104 
 
Linda Lee 
604-545-8197 
 
Anthony and Vicki Farr 
801-756-8378 
 
Gordon and Jacquline Farr 
 
Eldrena Lee 
602-833-2606 
 
Yvonna Tryell 
602-917-8714 
 
Ron Farr 
602-396-5313 
 
Ronna Lee Coleman 
801-592-4370 
 
Carrie Mcmurdie 
801-545-9433 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBER 
RESPONSIBLE 
Tim Farr 
 
 
Tim Farr 
 
 
Karen Kauer 
 
 
Karen Kauer 
 
 
Karen Kauer 
 
 
Karen Kauer 
 
 
Karen Kauer 
 
Karen Kauer 
 
 
Karen Kauer 
 
 
Karen Kauer 
 
 
Karen Kauer 
 
 
Karen Kauer 

ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Stephen Farr, 16 & etc. 
Thomas Powers18, 123 
 
George Davis 313 English 
Research 
 
Joseph Davis,278,313 
 
 
Edmund 
Freeman265,,267,268,296 
 
Mercy King 59,112 
 
 
Abigail Brigham,Rice 398 
 
 
William Johnson 228 
 
Subael, Shobell Ewer,  78,134  
Rebecca Conant  23 
 
John Farwell 247,261,262  
Dorothy Baldwin 289, 389,390 
 
Edmund Hovey 
245,257,365,366 Mary Farwell 
375 
Elizabeth 
Saywell278,315,316,361 
 
Deborah Barlow 258, 284, 
326,327 
 



Winslow Farr Sr. Family Organization, Inc. 
January 2001  

 

 
 - 7-  

   

LORIN FARR HISTORY 
PART  EIGHT 

By David J. Farr 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Brigham Young called Lorin Farr in 
January of 1850 to move to and settle Ogden, 
Weber County, Utah. Lorin would serve as a 
temporal and spiritual leader of the Saints for the 
next twenty years.  It was Lorin Farr’s duty to 
have the immediate supervision of the 
colonization of Weber County.  During the early 
years Lorin Farr had jurisdiction over all religious 
activities of the Saints as well as the responsibility 
to influence the economic and political life of the 
people. President Farr’s hand was felt in every 
important pioneer activity. His influence was so 
extensive that it is not possible to measure the 
dominant role he played in Weber County history 
during the early period.  

It would be well to explore the beginnings 
of the region of Ogden prior to the Saints settling 
there. One of the earliest descriptions was given 
by Osborne Russell, a trapper, who wintered 
there, camped on the Weber River in December 
of 1840-41.  Osborne recorded in his journal 
December 20th: “ We moved along the borders of 
the lake about ten miles and encamped on a 
considerable stream running into it called 
Weaver’s (Weber) River. At this place the valley 
is about ten miles wide, intersected with 
numerous springs of salt and fresh trout and cold 
water, which rise  at the foot of the mountain and 
run through the valley into the river and lake. 
Weaver’s River is well timbered along its banks, 
principally with cotton-wood and box elder.  There 
are also large groves of sugar maple, pine and 
some oak growing in the ravines about the 
mountains. We also found large numbers of elk 
which had left the mountains to winter among the 

thickets of wood and brush along the river.”    A 
few weeks later he continued in his journal, 
January 3, 1841: “ On the 3rd we moved camp 
upstream to the foot of the mountain in a deep 
narrow cut. The mountain was very high, steep 
and rugged. Rising abruptly from the plain about 
the foot of it were small rolling hills abounding 
with springs of fresh water. The land bordering on 
the river and along the stream was a rich, black, 
alluvial deposit, but the high land was gravelly 
and covered with wild sage, with here and there a 
growth of scrubby oaks and red cedars.”  

Utah is divided by a great central highland 
into two nearly equal sub divisions represented by 
massive mountains that come from the north and 
extend several hundred miles to the south. These 
mountains terminate abruptly in the Colorado 
Plateau region near the southwestern border of 
Utah. The Wasatch Mountains comprise the 
northern section of this central upland. This 
central highland runs through Weber County.  
The slopes of this mountain are steep and 
precipitous and the peaks are sharp and jagged. 
Some of these peaks are nine and ten thousand 
feet above sea level, making them average about 
4200 feet above the valley floor. One of the most 
famous and marvelous peaks is named ‘Ben 
Lomond.”  It received its name from a woman 
from Scotland who said this striking mountain was 
much like the Ben Lomond peak of her native 
country. It reaches 9,985 feet high. 

Another unusual mountain in the Wasatch 
range is Mount Ogden. Its highest point with an 
altitude of 9,685 feet is called ‘Observatory 
Point,’  so given because of the use made of it by 
the government in using the peak to make 
astronomical studies.  The Wasatch Range is cut 
in the center of Weber County by Ogden Canyon. 
This canyon has narrow, steep sides and is very 
picturesque. The Ogden River is a sparkling 
stream of mountain water running lazily from 
boulder to boulder during the summer, but during 
the flood period of late springtime it becomes a 
wickedly impressive volume of water cascading 
down the canyon.  From the Weber Canyon at the 
south end of the valley flows the largest stream of 
the region - The Weber River. It comes from the 
faraway Granddaddy Lake region of the Uintah 
Mountains more than a hundred miles away.  
Weber County contains 346,240 acres of land, 
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over fifty percent of which lies in mountain and 
lake regions. The waters of old Lake Bonneville 
laid wonderful sediments, which made much of 
the available acreage for planting some of the 
richest in the state of Utah. Otherwise, there 
would have been very little land suitable for crops. 

Years before the Mormon colonists came 
to settle Ogden trappers and fur traders came into 
every nook and cranny of the land, seeking 
economic success through their endeavors.  Most 
of their adventures and exciting experiences were 
lost to time. However, a few trappers left recorded 
impressions.  Men such as Osborne Russell, 
Peter Skene Ogden, James Clayman, Joseph L. 
Meek, Warren A. Ferris and Jedediah S. Smith 
left their recorded experiences. To them we are 
indebted for early recorded history of the Ogden 
area. We will refer to some of these experiences 
to understand better the kind of land our pioneer 
ancestors would discover.  Most trapper 
information came from the American trappers 
employed by the Rocky Mountain Fur Company. 
The headquarters were located in St. Louis, 
Missouri.  This company was organized by 
General William Henry Ashley and Major Andrew 
Henry.  From 1822-24 their trappers were working 
in the Yellowstone area.  This area had been 
trapped by several companies since the 
beginning of the century so Ashley and Henry 
were anxious to try a new area.  

They had heard that somewhere south of 
the Missouri River was a pass leading to a new 
area filled with streams and beaver to trap. 
Directed by Ashley and Henry, Jedediah S. Smith, 
led eleven trappers along the Sweetwater for 
many miles. They turned north and then found to 
their delight that they had reached the Continental 
Divide and the rivers were now flowing in the 
direction of their travels towards the Pacific 
Ocean. They had crossed the long sought “South 
Pass.”    This was the first known crossing and 
would provide direction for the coming settlement 
of the West. This was one of the great 
achievements in western history. It led to 
American control of the Rocky Mountains and the 
Pacific Coast. From this time forward the trappers 
held more rendevous at the junction of the Ogden 

and Weber River than anywhere else.  The 
discovery of South Pass led to a direct course 
from St. Louis to the Pacific over the only 
practicable highway for wagon trains through the 
almost impassable Rocky Mountains. This led to 
the settlement of Utah and points westward.  
(Lorin Farr Biography, in possession of David J. 
Farr - Pages 56-59) 

____________________ 
We will continue installments on the Lorin 

Farr history I’m working on.  The biography will 
include Lorin’s history as well as biographies on 
his six wives and his children, as we are able to 
obtain information.  So, if you have any 
interesting information on Lorin and his family that 
you think should be in this history, please email, 
call or send me what you have.  I’m also looking 
for pictures on Lorin, his wives and his children to 
include.  Thanks for your help. 

Dave Farr 
-------------------------------------------- 

(Tim Farr has given information on Robert Conant (#140 
Winslow Sr. Chart)  and Joseph Meriam (#66 Winslow Sr. 
Chart)  who appear on our pedigree charts.  The information 
follows.)  

 

MERIAM'S CORNER 
MINUTE MAN NATIONAL 

HISTORICAL PARK  
 For the past few years, members of  the Meriam 
 (#66 Joseph Meriam - 1600 -1640) family have 
been meeting each spring at Minute Man National 
Historical Park in Concord, Massachusetts, to 
plan a campaign to restore the historic house at 
Meriam's Corner.   This house is one of the oldest 
surviving structures built by the family after it 

immigrated to 
America, and 
dates at least 
to 1705. In 
2005 it will be 
300 years old. 
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On April 18, 1775. Meriam's Corner was 
the scene of the first heavy fighting of the Battle 
of Lexington and Concord.   In recognition of its 
role in American history, the National Park 
Service purchased  Meriam's Corner to be part of 
Minute Man National Historic Park and the 
western anchor of the Battle Road Trail, a new 

5-mile interpretive hiker biker trail. 
         Every April, the community holds a Meriam's 
Corner  Observance with marchers in 
Revolutionary costumes, as part of Concord's and 
the Park's observance of the battles and of 
Patriot's Day.  
 
 
(#401 Edward Bulkeley (Rev.) 1540-1620)   
 
 

ROGER CONANT AND SALEM  
 

A handsome statue of Roger Conant, the 
founder of  Salem, stands outside the Salem 
Witch Museum.    Because of the statue's 
proximity to the museum and because of his 
cloak and hat and generally impressive 
appearance, Roger Conant is often mistaken for 
a participant in the Salem witch  trials. Nothing 
could be  farther from the truth.  (#140 Roger 
Conant - 1592-1679) 
 
  We know that Roger Conant was baptized 

in 
 All  Saints Church in the parish of East Budleigh, 
Devonshire, England on April 9, 1592. His father 
was the leading merchant of  Clayton, a 
neighboring parish. Family tradition says that as a 
boy young Roger met Sir Walter Raleigh. Later 
Conant and his young family came to New 
England probably arriving in Plymouth in 1622. 
 

 The Dorchester Company established a 
fishing  settlement on Cape Anne during the 
winter of 1623-24 under a charter with England. 
 

Located at Stage Point, now Gloucester, 
the company invited Roger Conant to join them in 
1625 as their governor "for the management and 
government of all their affairs at Cape Ann". 
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After a year's residence, Conant became 
convinced of the need for a more permanent 
settlement and found an ideal site at the mouth of 
the Naumkeag River (now the City of Salem). 
There the settlement thrived and grew by farming 
as well as fishing. When Governor Endicott 
arrived in 1628, he incorporated Conant and his 
men into the new government. (The Dorchester 
Company went into bankruptcy in 1627 and 
became the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1629 
under charter from England). Known as the Old 
Planters, Conant and his followers lent continuity 
to the new settlement and can be considered the 
founding fathers of Naumkeag, renamed Salem 
for "Shalom" or Peace on June 29, 1629.  Roger 
Conant died on November 19, 1679 considering 
himself  ". . . an instrument, though a weak one, 
of foundering and furthering this colony . . ." 
 

After Conant's death, the colony suffered 
through the witch trials of 1692. As the world grew 
smaller in the 18th-century, Salem took a leading 
role in developing international trade routes and 
enjoyed a period of prosperity and fame. The 19th 
century saw the advent of immigrants who 
enriched the business and cultural life of the city 
as shipping was replaced by rail transportation. 
Born in Salem on July 4, 1805, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne took inspiration from his native 
streets. By the 20th century Salem had grown from 
a colony struggling with crisis to a cosmopolitan 
city. 

 
Today Salem is a city of fascinating 

complexity. Traces of her history can be seen 
everywhere from the 17th-century buildings, the 
priceless items brought back from exotic ports by 
Salem ship captains, the extraordinary 
architecture and the multi-ethnic character of her 
streets. The city of Salem attracts visitors today 
as the harbor and rivers and fields of Naumkeag 
drew Roger Conant over 300 years ago. 
 
 

THE DIARIES OF 
WINSLOW FARR JR.  

Part Six 
 by 
 Wilma S. Smith & Randall A. Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

In 1857, twenty year old Winslow Jr. was 
selected as a Captain of a 10 man Mormon Militia 
team. The Militia was organized to resist the 
United States Army troops commanded  by  
General Albert Johnson.   The soldiers were 
rumored to be on their way to the Salt Lake Valley 
to “kill all the Mormons” . 

 
Meetings, held in the spring of 1858  

between the Mormon leaders and the peace 
commission sent by President Buchanan 
culminated in a peaceful settlement.  A gap from 
September 1857 through April of 1858 in Winslow’s 
Diaries covers the months he served in the Mormon 
Militia. 
 
1858 May] 
May 25 We got into Salt Lake City on the 25th.  The 
people were pretty nigh all gone when we arrived.   
I then went south to Lehi   I returned and farmed 
some through the season  The people have all 
moved back on or by the last of July 
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The Army has camped in Cedar City.   Everything is 
peaceable at present. 

 
There is another gap in his diary until September of 
1858. 
 
[1858 September] 
In the morning September 27, 1858 I started with a 
horse team for the Cotton Country the distance of 
350 miles   I left Big Cottonwood   I went as far as 
Lehi the distance of 22 miles   There I stayed all 
night at Br Walker’s   Next morning I started a little 
before daylight   drove 36 miles that day   stayed all 
night at Br Manuels   Next morning I traveled 24 
miles and stayed at Br Braddely   Foundered one of 
my horses quite bad   Next morning I drove on to 
Chicken Creek a distance of 18 miles and fell in 
company with one B. Davis Stayed all night at this 
place   My horse is a good deal better   We started 
about sunrise the distance of 36 miles to Cedar 
Springs   We traveled over some rough roads   
Cedar Fort is quite a small place   not much farming 
land   more for dairy cows   Next morning we 
started from Cedar Fort a little after sun up   Went 
to Fillmore 6 miles quite a large place situated close 
to the mountains  Quite a large Statehouse   
commenced to rain   I camped on Corn Creek  
small settlement here    

 
 I started on   it is still raining  We went through Dog 
Valley and Pine Valley at the head of Wildcat 
Kanyon   Rained very hard through the night   Next 
morning we started a little after sun up   got to 
Beaver about 2 pm rained today  Stayed all night at 
Br. Farnsworth Bishop of that place   Next morning 
we started for Parowan 35 miles from Beaver   Got 
there about dusk   Stayed all night at Br. Davis the 
man I traveled with on my journey Next morning I 
started alone for Cedar City   There one hour by the 
sun the distance of 20 miles   Stayed all night at Br. 
Jenkes Next morning I started for Harmony 20 
miles got there about 2 hours by sun   Stayed all 
night at Br. Lee’s In the morning I started for 
Washington got there about 8 pm my animals stood 
the trip first rate 

Winslow arrived in Washington on October 
8, 1858 (a journey of 12 days). Today we travel this 
same route by automobile in 5 to 7 hours. 
October 17, 1858   
 On the 17th at 11 o’clock am I was married to Emily 
Jane, the Daughter of Robert D. and Elizabeth 
Covington ( Winslow was 21 years old   Emily Jane 

was 15)  
 
October 27, 1858   I with my wife started for Great 
Salt Lake Valley the distance of 350 miles Arrived 
there on the 10th of November in good health   I am 
living with my father the following season   I farmed 
my fathers place for 1/3 of the crop He helped when 
he was able and boarded us until the wheat harvest 
  Did not do very well this year   I raised for my 
share 105 bushels of wheat 30 bushels of corn  20 
bushels of potatoes and so on   I do not know as 
this will ever be any good to anyone   but to my 
mind I do write  of these things at present.  
 

Winslow’s diaries contain a gap from, 
October 1858 through October of 1859. 

 
November 9, 1859 I with my wife started for Cotton 
Country   Got there on the last of the month in good 
health and spirits This place is called Washington 
County U. T. (Utah Territory) is a good place to 
winter   no snow at all   I am working for cotton and 
molasses  Very warm here in the summer time   I 
can set out doors and rest in the month of February 
or anytime   The winter stock does well here in 
Cotton Country 
[February 1860] 
Friday February 3, 1860   At 2 o’clock pm our first 
child Winslow Robert was born   
 
Tuesday 14, 1860 I quarried and hauled rock for a 
wall for my father-in-law very warm day 
 
Monday 20, 1860 Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday I layed a stone wall for my father-in-law 
 
Saturday 25, 1860  I got some trees to set out  
Killed a Beaver last Friday   It weighed 45 pounds  
shot it with a rifle 125 yards off hand 
 



Winslow Farr Sr. Family Organization, Inc. 
January 2001  

 

 
 - 12-  

Wilma S. Smith       
Post Office Box 2467               
Ventura, Ca  93002 
(805) 659-5936          
Email: wssmit@earthlink.net           

Randall A. Smith, Esq. 
Post Office 853 
Ventura, Ca 93002 
Toll Free: 800-655-0515 
Email: smit1717@pacbell.net  
 

REUNION 2000 
EVALUATION  

COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS 
TEMPLE NIGHT 

“ ...An incomparable experience!   We 
need to get more of our family members 
there.”  
 
“Loved it!.  Most heavenly and spiritual.”  
 
“ Great experience.  The highlight of the 
reunion for us. How wonderful for Elder 
Scott to come and speak to us.  A real 
lift.”  
 
“Thanks to those who researched the 
names and completed the beginning 
portions...”  
 
“ It was thrilling to have so many attend 
(especially those we couldn’ t see).  It 
was a  real treat to have Elder Scott 
with us again...”  
 
“  Have session earlier to allow for  
sealings afterwards”  
 
“ Maybe have an optional dinner - 
everyone meet at a restaurant and pay 
dutch.”  
 
“  Wouldprefer it on a Friday night if 
possible.”  

FAMILY HISTORY DAY  
“Very nice.  Found out new information. 
We really enjoyed everything.”  
 
“ Researchers do great work on 
updating histories.”  
 
“We loved all the classes.. and the 
opportunity to buy charts, books, etc.”  
 
“ It seems to me these Farr children had 
incredible personalities that drew others 
to them.  I love my heritage!!”  
 
“ It’s nice to have classes for each 
family separately.”  
 
“ I’m happy to belong to this family.”  
“What a wonderful, productive day.   I’m 
sure our Ancestors are also pleased.”  
 

“  The spirit was present everywhere”  
 
“ Loved the square dancing.  Caller was 
outstanding and made it fun!”  
 
“Entire reunion was done well.  Books 
and charts and handouts were great.”  

WORKSHOPS & CLASSES  
USING FAMILY HISTORY 

LIBRARY - 
ELDRENA LEE 

“Very informative, helpful info.”  
 
“ Enjoyed the overview of what is 
happening at Family History Center.”  

OLIVE & DIANTHA - BARTA 
HEINER 

“Awesome!   I want Barta to do the 
entire play next time!!”  
 
“ Barta did a great presentation  and 
portrayal”  
 
“Extraordinary and absolutely delightful. 
 Let’s do it again.”  

FAMILY HISTORY - DAVID 
RENCHER 

“Excellent...great speaker...most 
informative”  
 
“ Great opportunity to learn of “ official”  
church plans regarding family history.”  
 

BASICS OF RESEARCH-KAREN 
KAUER 

“This is really needed...”  
 
“  Very helpful.”  

RESEARCH ROUND TABLE 
“ It was very helpful to sit in on the 
Round Table.  Now I know who to call 
for help.”  
 
“Good information.  Could use handout 
with brief description of PAF, IGI, 
Pedigree resource file, Temple Ready, 
and how to access them.”  

CREATING & USING FAMILY 
WEBSITE - TIM FARR 

“ I am so excited to get home and use 
the info.”  
“ Excellent.  Very informative and 
interesting.”  
 
“Learned so very much.  Hope we can 

 remember how when we get home.”  
 

LORIN FARR’S FAMILY - DAVID 
FARR 

“Excellent”  
 
“ Excellent idea to have sisters present 
each wife.”  
 
“Really enjoyed having roll players 
represent each wife.”  
 
WINSLOW JR. FAMILY-CLAUDIA 

KEYWORTH 
“ I was very touched by the emotional 
tribute...  It made me feel closer to the 
other branches.”  
 
“Very interesting, informative and well 
done.”  
 
“ Enjoyable, really enjoyed visual aids. 
Looking forward to ‘ future installments’ . 
Is it possible to do brief  synopsis of 
children?  (number of boys, girls, etc.)”  

AARON FARR FAMILY - NEIL 
FARR 

“Have more than one class on Aaron 
Farr!”  
 
“ I really liked learning more about this 
son.  He was just as awesome as the 
others...”  
 
“Most informative, enjoyed stories that 
made him more personable.”  

PICNIC 
“ We love Cherry Hill!!!”  
 
“Good family activity. Everything  well 
done.”  
 
“ It was nice to be somewhere shady  
and where we could buy our food.”  
 
“Fun. Nice company, prizes and ice 
cream.”  
 
“ ...would like some more innovative 
ways to  
become acquainted with the various 
family members, such as 
games/contests, etc. 
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YEAR 2000 FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT 
 
INCOME                  

DEPOSITS               10,613.52 
DIVIDEND INCOME                                   

561.57 
INTEREST INCOME        12.82 
TRANSFER (REUNION ACCOUNT)          

2,273.19 
 
TOTAL INCOME           13,461.10 
 
EXPENSES                

BANK CHARGES/FEES        91.50 
COMPUTER         1,508.66 
COPIES           1,116.21 
MISCELLANEOUS          19.08 
POSTAGE          438.25 
PEDIGREE CHARTS             504.69 
RESEARCH            7,306.86 
SALARY              3,682.81 
SUPPLIES          920.80 
TAXES : FILING FEE           5.00 

 
TOTAL EXPENSES           15,593.86 
 
NET INCOME (DEFICIT)                                   
(2,132.76) 
 
TRANSFERS                
TO BANK ACCOUNT        (4,400.00) 
FROM MONEY MARKET       2,400.00 
FROM SAVINGS (FOR REUNION ACCOUNT) 
2,000.00 

                                  0 
 
ENDING CASH BALANCE                     $17,071.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WINSLOW FARR SR. FAMILY REUNION 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT  
 
TOTAL CASH  FLOW & ASSETS 

CASH FLOW             AMOUNT 
 
REUNION DEPOSITS - WINSLOW ACCT                    $ 487.00 
DEPOSITS IN REUNION ACCT.                                2,633.00 
REUNION DEPOSITS- WINSLOW ACCT.                        708.00 

 
                $ 3,828.00 

ASSETS ON HAND:                                                                 
          
BALANCE IN REUNION ACCT.                               $ 2,273.00 
250 REUNION PINS @ $1.00     250.00 
105 PEDIGREE CHARTS @ $5.00                               525.00 

 
           $ 3,048.00 

 
TOTAL CASH FLOW & ASSETS                             $ 6,876.00 

 
TOTAL OUTGO                                                                        
        
TRANSACTION                                                         AMOUNT 

 
OPEN REUNION ACCOUNT                                   $ 2,000.00 
PEDIGREE CHARTS                                                     505.00 
WINSLOW & OLIVE BOOKS (25)                                 387.00 

 
TOTAL ORIGINAL INVESTMENT                            $ 2,892.00 

 
REUNION EXPENSES:                                                            
           
REUNION PINS                                                      $     575.00 
FARR FAMILY CREST                                                  235.00 
SUPPLIES (BANNER, COPIES, ETC.)                          500.00 
PRIZES                                                                          325.00 
ENTERTAINMENT                                                         100.00 
WILMA SMITH - WINSLOW JR. BOOKS                      675.00 
 
TOTAL REUNION EXPENSES                                $ 2,410.00 
 
TOTAL OUTGO                                                       $ 5,392.00 
 
TOTAL CASH AND SUPPLIES                                $ 6,851.00 
LESS TOTAL OUTGO                                              (5,392.00) 

 
NET GAIN                                                                $ 1,469.00 
 
 
 

Douglas Farr Higham 
Vice President Legal / Financial  
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ITEMS TO REMEMBER 
 
 
1. Please send in your renewal 

right away so we won’t have 
to bill you and you won’t 
miss the June newsletter. 

 
2. Order Winslow Farr Jr. 

books directly from Wilma Smith with the 
order form provided. 

 
3. Encourage other family members to read 

this newsletter and join us in this important 
work 

 
4. View the Winslow Farr Sr. grave site 

pictures at www.fightpain.com/farr and 
help us to complete a restoration and 
refurbishing of this site.  We need a 
chairperson to assess what needs to be done 
and to help us  collect donations to do the 
work. 

 
5. To get a more in-depth view of an ancestor, 

visit our website at www.winslow.farr.org 
and pull up the history of that particular 
ancestor.  You can print out histories and 
then share them with the rest of the family.  
As we are able to, we continue to update 
our site with current research. 

 
6. We have scheduled our semi-annual Farr 

Meeting for Saturday, May 5th in the West 
Conference Room on the 4th Floor of the 
Joseph Smith Memorial building.  The 
Officers and Trustees meeting at 9:00 a.m. 
and the Research Meeting at 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  


