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“The gospel is now preached to the spirits in prison, and 
then the time comes for the servants of God to officiate for 
them, the names of those who have received the gospel in 
the spirit will be revealed by the angels of God and the 
spirits of just men made perfect; also the places of their 
birth, the age in which they lived, and everything 
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regarding them that is necessary to be recorded on earth, 
and they will then be saved so as to find admittance into 
the presence of God, with their relatives who have 
officiated for them.” (Journal of Discourses, 9:317) 
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‘TO IDENTIFY OUR ANCESTORS, DO 

THEIR TEMPLE ORDINANCES AND GATHER 
AND PUBLISH THEIR HISTORIES. 
 

TO SHARE OUR RESEARCH IN FAMILY 
MEETINGS AND AT REUNIONS; AND TO GET 
TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER BETTER.  
 

TO ENCOURAGE FAMILY MEMBERS TO 
BE INVOLVED IN RESEARCH, WRITING AND 
ORGANIZING TO ACCOMPLISH OUR 
OBJECTIVES.’  

 
 
 

We invite our members  to suggest any 
rewording or improvements they feel could be  made in 
the statement above. 

 

 
We held our semi-annual Officer-Trustee and 

Research meetings on November 7th,  1998.  Renee 
Warner, head of Farr Family Reunion 2000, said that the 
reunion for the year 2000 would be held at the Cherry Hill 
Campground in Layton, Utah, August 3rd-5th. This is 
subject to reservation and scheduling. Jagger Lawrence 
will be working with her from the trustee side and Renee 
will be forming her committees for more reporting at our 
April 17th, 1999 officer/trustee meeting.  
 
 

 
 

We continue to try and hold our paying 
memberships over 200, but seem to drift into the 180+ 
area, as many members forget to renew.  Debbie Jackson 
and others have made calls to encourage timely renewal.  
 

We have been encouraged by recent 
additions to our research staff.   Ron Farr has 
listed the researchers and their assignments in 
an article in this letter.  
 

We will be using professional help 
on lines where we have run into roadblocks. 
David Rencher, research trustee, has 
recommended Dean Hunter for British 
research and Mindy Sanborn to coordinate 
New England research.  These are researchers she has 
confidence in and who  reside in the various areas where 
we have problems.  

 
           Mindy is a co-editor, 
with Bob Anderson, on the 
Great Migration Project in 
New England.  Dean 
Hunter is in charge of 
collection development for 
the Family History Library, 
for the entire British Isles.  
He travels there often and 
knows what has been 
filmed and what has not. 

 
Ron Farr and I met with Dean 

Hunter on January 18th.  Dean is 
making a survey of our lines to see 
what he can suggest and where he 
might be most helpful in researching 
the lines.  We will be reporting on 
Dean’s findings and research as it is 
completed.   
 

Joe Reimann reported on the 
temple session with Elder Richard Scott 
in August of last year, where a number 
of our family members gathered 
together to do sealing work.  Joe had a 
number of names printed on cards where all the temple 
work had been done which he turned over to Tim Farr to 

be entered into his computer.  
Tim’s computer acts as central 
computer for all our family names 
as they are gathered.  Tim will 
also send these names to Deven 
Ogden to be recorded on our 
internet site.  Most of you who do 
temple work are familiar with the 
new system.  Names are taken to 
any temple, cards are printed out 
and you become responsible for 
those names until all their work is 
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done.  The actual work can be done in any of our 
temples.  
 

The most important thing is to have one person 
in charge of the names, handing them out and making 
sure they are completed.  Then we should record it on a 
central file as we are doing with Tim Farr.  So any of you 
who have received names from our organization should 
finish those names and then make sure the completed 
cards are sent back to Tim Farr at P.O. Box 449, Ferron, 
Utah 84523. He should also receive any new research or 
extension of lines to add into the computer. This usually 
will come through Ron Farr, our director of research.   
Ron is located at 158 N. Main,  No. 211,  Salt Lake City, 
Utah 84103   (801) 240-2591.   He prefers email if you 
would like to contact him at 
75231.7520@compuserve.com  
 

Ron indicated that those wishing to do research 
are normally given three families in a line, so the task is 
not overwhelming.  He is very interested in finding more 
people who would be willing to take an assignment.  
Please contact him.  
 

We found that our ‘Snow’ line has been 
researched in great detail by a descendant - Dan Snow.  
He is a professor at Brigham Young University and he is 
leaving soon on a one year mission.  We hope to obtain 
his research.  The more we can co-ordinate with others 
the more effective we can become. 

 
 

One of the challenges that has been presented 
to us from Elder Scott is to do down line research on the 

children of Winslow and Olive: Aaron, Lorin, Olive, 
Diantha and Winslow Jr.    Harold Armstrong is currently 
working on Lorin Farr and his families and we are looking 
for others who will  help on the other children.  We are 
also looking for  a research chairperson for this search. 
Let me know if you have any interest. 
 

Our website was down for awhile, 
but now you can access it through 
winslow.farr.org.    Please try it and 
report back to us if you have trouble. 
  I have tried it a number of times 
and it has worked for me.  We are 
fortunate to have Deven Ogden with 

us, having returned from England.  He will update the 
website and make additions.  If you have any suggestions 
you can email Deven at devenogden@usa.net.  He will 
be happy to receive any pictures of the original family, or 
biographies or other helpful data.   At present we are 
focusing on Winslow and his original family as far as 
pictures and biographies,  but we will expand in the future. 
  
 

We will need someone to write 
Aaron and Olive’s biographies.  I will be 
adding to Lorin’s biography as I write the 
series in this newsletter and Randall and 
Wilma Smith will continue Winslow Farr, Jr. 
 

The site is valuable for those who 
wish to scan through our ancestry and discover something 
about them. There is an index of names, along with 
descrip-tions and ordinance work completed for each of  
them.    
 

Dave Farr 

Newtown, Massachusetts, is one of those 
places where the descendants of Winslow Farr Sr. 
and Olive Hovey Freeman can look back and find 
many of their ancestors.  And even today there are 
descendants of those same ancestors living in the 
area.    
 

Originally designed to be a ‘new-town’ , which 
would be fortified for protection against the Indians, it 
was to be built north of the Charles River, west of 
Boston, with the towns of Boston, Dorchester, 
Watertown and  Roxbury in close proximity, often 
just over a natural boundary such as a river. 

 
The several towns in the vicinity were 

expected to help in the fortification of this new town.  
Harvard College now occupies the place where the 
original town was built.  It was in 1631 that the first 
mention 
of this occurred in official documents.  In February 
1632 these towns were levied a sum towards 
making the fortifications around the New Town. 
 

Several names were used for this New Town, 
including Cambridge and New Cambridge.  In 
December of 1691 there was a General Court order 
in which it was ordered that it be called ‘New Town’ . 
 It remained thus until 1776 when a town clerk 
spelled it ‘Newton’  in the town records and it was 
eventually adopted by everyone. 

DOWN LINE RESEARCH 

OUR WEBSITE 

� 	
�����������
��	��� �



 
 4 

 
 
 

Newton’s records and  histories have left us 
a list of our family members who settled there - who 
were born,  married or died there.  I will list many  
below make some mention of points of interest: 
 
        DEACON JOHN JACKSON , (#178 on Maybeth 
Reimann’s 9 generation chart) settled in Newton in 1939 
and bought a house and eighteen acres.   John had 
fifteen children and when he  died in 1675, he had about 
fifty grand children.  John was listed as coming from 
London. 
 
There were other Jacksons, including EDWARD ( #362 - 
a brother to John), who were listed as early settlers from 
London. 
 

JOHN FULLER ,( #185) came to Newton in 
1644, and is listed as coming from England. 
 

JONATHAN HYDE  (#236), came from London 
in 1647. 
 

RICHARD PARK , (#368), came a short distance 
- from Cambridge in 1647. 
 

JOHN WARD,( #180), moved there from 
Sudbury in 1650. 
 

THOMAS WISWALL , (#210) came from 
Dorchester in 1654.  Thomas Wiswall had a pond which 
was named Wiswall's pond and other family members  
received grants of passage through his property.  The 
association between these early family members is 
mentioned at various times,   sometimes in working for 
the town, sometimes in land agreements and sometimes 
in marriages of their children. 
 

JAMES TROWBRIDGE , (#88) also came from 
Dorchester in 1664. 
 

JOHN SPRING, (#182) came from Watertown in 
1664.  Remember that Watertown, Cambridge, 
Dorchester, Roxbury, and Boston were all next door to 
Newton. 
 

John Jackson and Thomas Wiswall were active 
in seeking to settle the disputes between the adjoining 
towns and Newton, and John Spring was one of three 
who signed the final agreements between Watertown 
and Newton. 

 
You may enjoy knowing more about the history 

of each of these inhabitants of Newton, however, our 
space here is limited.  I will simply list here more of our 
family members who were born, married, lived or died in 
Newton: 

 
BIRTHS:  James Trowbridge, 28 Apr 1717;  

 Jerusha Park, 22 Nov 1722; 
 Elizabeth Hyde, 23 May 1680;  
 Sarah Ward, 25 Mar 1685;  
 Richard Park, 1 May 1696;  
 Joshua Fuller, 16 Feb 1654;  
 Jonathan Hyde, 1 May 1651;  
 Hannah Jackson, 1 May 1634;  
 Margaret Jackson, 20 Jun 1649;  
 Richard Park, 21 Dec 1663;  
 John Spring, Jr.,  
 John Ward Jr., 8 Mar 1658.   

 
There were numerous other family members born 

there, but I have only mentioned a few of them that are 
direct line ancestors. 
 
MARRIAGES:  

 Jerusha Park and James Trowbridge,  
 Sarah Fuller and Richard Park,  
 Jonathan Hyde and  2nd wife(Rediat),  
 Mary Spring and John Ward, 

to mention a few.   
 
DEATHS: Richard Park in 1748,  

 William Trowbridge in 1774, 
 Jonathan Hyde in 1731, 
 Hannah Hyde in 1725,  
 Mary French in 1672. 

 
There are many family members whose births, 

marriages or deaths have not been mentioned.  The Vital 
Records of Newton and History of Newton, 
Massachusetts will give you many more names. 
 

Other ancestors who were in Newton by virtue of 
being the mothers, spouses, children, etc., of those 
mentioned,  and whose names are on the 9 generation 
chart by Maybeth Reimann, should probably be listed as 
they 
are mentioned in some of the histories of Newton:  
George Davis, Elizabeth Cole, Abigail Dix, Dorothy 
Kidder, Margaret Taft, Hannah Barsham, Mary Spring, 
Esther Wiswall, Thomas Trowbridge.  
 

Also mentioned are Cutlers, Farwells and Hoveys. 
 Some are our ancestors, some cousins.   
 

The list is not complete, but gives us a view of 
how extensive our roots are to Newton, Massachusetts.  
The descendants of that small town who are related to us 
must be numbered in the hundreds of thousands.  To me 
it is an important place, a place to be remembered with 
awe and 
respect, because of those strong, great family members 
who are our heritage. 
 
 

Ron Farr 
(Using a book from Maybeth Farr Reimann on Newton, Mass 
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and other books on the subject.)  
 
 

Sherrie Dunford     
slfd@itsnet.com                  801-489-0966 
 
Julie Thomas       
i_m_jewel@yahoo.com      435-882-0722 
 
Anthony Farr                      
ALFARR@HOTMAILCOM          801-756-8378 
 
Yvonna Tyrrel                         602-899-3348 
yvonnat@juno.com 
 
Ron Farr       
75231.2520@compuserve.com 801-961-9296 
 
Tim Farr       
tf@srjh.emery.k12.ut.us    435-384-2514 
 
Dave Farr      
djfarr@home.com            949-582-1852 
 
Pamela Bott       
75231.2520@compuserve.com 801-546-0341 
 
Joe Reimann      
goldcontac@aol.com            801-272-6369 
 
Toinette Thomas      
toinette@etv.net            801-384-2395 
 
Esther Davis    ( ring 1 time, hang up,,ring 
again) 
lwaynedavis@juno.com            602-632-7826 

              
Cristine Wilhelm    602-987-9403 
 
Ellen Bast             520-453-5375 
 
Karen Kauer             206-888-3549 
 
Eldrena Lee             602-833-2606 
lee@futureone.com 
 
Heather Wyler  
 
Sandra Westover       
sandyw@ext.usu.edu            801-782-2359 
 
David E. Rencher      
rencherde@ldschurch.org           801-254-6789 
 
 

 
 

 
Tony Farr Temple Ready and assignments to  

Temples 
Pamela Bott English Research and #240 Henry  

Farwell, 
#241 Olive Welby 

Tim Farr Central Records and Research Team 
Tim Farr #32 Stephen Farr, #34 Thomas  

Powers, 
#39 Rebecca Conant, #41 Jemima  
Cutler, 
#25 Kezia Presbury 

Karen Kauer #27 Hannah Davis 
Pamela Bott #240 Henry Farwell, #241 Olive  

Welby 
Eldrena Lee #38 Subael Ewer 
Yvonna Tyrrel #22 James Trowbridge, #24 Jerusha  

Park 
Jann Wyler and 
Heather Wyler #24 Jerusha Park 
Esther Davis #52 William Johnson 
Cristine Wilhelm#53 Esther Gardner 
Ellen Bast #107 Ann (Anna) Rolfe 
Sherrie Dunford #43 Mehitable Warren 
Julie Thomas #42 Gersham Brigham 
Ron Farr #24 Edmund Freeman, #28 Edmund  

Hovey 
 
***PLEASE NOTE:   Some of your assignments may 
have changed.   Some because of duplication of effort, 
some out of need to assign a more reasonable list.  If you 

have a change, I will send you a follow up e-mail  
explaining your new  assignment within a few days. 
1. Research and find at least one vital record, 

original source or copy of an original source, 
on each person in the family to establish that 
person as a member of the family.  Before we 
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wanted everything possible verified.  Now, a 
birth record, marriage, death, or will - 
showing family relationship, census, etc. -  
just one record will suffice.  
 
If, however, you have more available please 
enter all sources that verify your records.  
THE MAIN POINT IS: AFTER A 
DILIGENT SEARCH AND ONLY ONE 
NEEDED VITAL STATISTIC IS FOUND, 
SEND IT IN. 

2. Do not wait until you have 4 or 5 or more 
generations completed.  Please send a 
gedcom disk, if possible, to Tim Farr, P.O. 
Box 449, Ferron, Ut 84523 as soon as you 
have each grandparent family complete and 
verified, UNLESS you will be able to com-
plete other families in a short amount of 
time. 

3. If, after making a search of all records 
available to you, there is a family member 
without complete verification, put a 
statement in ‘Notes’ to that effect and send 
in the family.  At times in the past, we have 
held up a family or a long line of family  
members, because we couldn't find the 
needed information on one person. 
We are seriously looking and hoping for a 

 family member to head up our down line research, 
which will be separate from the ancestor research.  
Please submit any suggestions or volunteers to 
David Farr, or Joe Reimann, or to me.  We really 
need to move forward in this area also.  It is 
possible that there are as many as 15,000 - 20,000 
Winslow Farr descendants.    

I thank each of you for your willingness to 
assist in this great family research endeavor.  We 
will have more research in England and in New 
England in the near future.   
 
Thank you, 
Ron Farr, Research Committee Chairman 
 

 
 

As I indicated in the last 
installment,  the Farr’s had come 
to Nauvoo and there established 
a home along with many of the 
other saints driven from Missouri. 

 Before Nauvoo could become truly habitable they 
had to drain the swamps there and obtain pure water 
by drilling wells.  Many became sick from the water 
before this was accomplished.  At one time during 
great illness, much healing was performed by the 
Prophet Joseph Smith and others.  Some saints, 
close to death, were healed instantly by the power of 
the priesthood and the spirit residing on those who 
believed in Christ.  So great was the power of 
healing manifested at this time that a man, not a 
member,  asked Joseph Smith if he would come and 
heal his two children.  They were at some distance. 
They were twins, three months old, and very ill.  
Joseph told the man he could not go but told him 
that he would send Brother Woodruff.  He gave 
Elder Wilford Woodruff his handkerchief and told 
him to wipe the faces of the children in the healing 
process.  Elder Woodruff did as he was instructed 
and the children recovered.  He kept the 
handkerchief as a remembrance of that remarkable 
day. (See History of the Church, Vol IV, p. 3 and 
notes) 
 

The Farr family witnessed these remarkable 
healings and it increased their testimonies and faith 
in the church and its leaders.  Many times, Lorin Farr 
would hear the Prophet Joseph preach by the power 
of the spirit, which held all who listened spellbound.  
Lorin later told his grandson, T. Earl Pardoe, that he 
regretted he could not have heard the gospel 
preached in such power as by the Prophet Joseph 
Smith.   
 

The home that the Farrs had built (see 
enclosed copy of this home restored) was charac-
teristic of the popular Greek Revival style of 
architecture. The pitch of the gable was steeper and 

lower than any other house in Nauvoo.  It was a 
duplex -  having two front doors with two rooms 
downstairs and two upstairs. Each floor had a steep 
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winding stairway that led to the upper floor. (In fact 
the stairways were so steep that the Farr home was 
not open to the public for touring when we last 
visited. We were let in since we were descendants 
but as far as I know it is not open generally). There 
was a chimney that allowed stove cooking in the 
west apartment.  There was a small fireplace in the 
east apartment with a swing crane arm, apparently 
for cooking. A door connected the two separate 
apartments. 
 

At the October 1840 conference the Prophet 
Joseph Smith 
told the saints 
it was time to 
build a temple 
again. Every 
tenth day 
would be set 
aside by the 
able bodied 
men to work on 
the temple. 
Committees 
were set up to 
plan the 
construction. 
The Farr men 
were also 
involved in this 
massive 
endeavor. 
 

Charter
s were signed 
by Governor 
Carlin, of 
Illinois, in 
December of 1840 for the creation of the City, a 
University and the Nauvoo Legion.  These charters 
were most liberal - for the participation of all men 
and women regardless of race or religion.  When 
asked about the charters, Joseph Smith said that 
they were of his own plan and design. He said he 
concocted them for the salvation of the Church, and 
on principles so broad, that every honest man might 
dwell secure under its protective influence without 
distinction of sect or party. 
 

Lorin became a member of the Legion.  The 
Legion drilled and became proficient at arms for the 
enforcement of the laws and protection of the city 
against outside forces.  All men between the ages 
of 18 and 45 were asked to be in the Legion.  On 
April 6, 1841, the Nauvoo Legion gave its finest 
display -  showing fourteen Illinois and two Iowa 

companies in full dress regalia and military pomp, 
marching before Nauvoo’s citizens.  
 

 Lorin enjoyed watching the growth of the city 
and its administration.  He later applied much of 
what he learned in establishing the Weber 
settlement.  
 

In the Spring of 1842 during Masonry 
ceremonies an article was published in the 
‘Advocate’  at Columbus from which I quote in part: 
 

‘Mr. Editor - Having recently had the 
occasion to visit the city of Nauvoo, I cannot permit 
the opportunity to pass without expressing agreeable 
disappointment that awaited me there.  I had 
supposed, from what I had previously heard, that I 
should witness an impoverished, ignorant and 
bigoted population completely priest ridden and 
tyrranized over by Joseph Smith, the great prophet 
of these people’  
 

‘On the contrary to my surprise, I saw a 
people apparently happy, prosperous and intelligent. 
Every man appeared to be employed in some 
business or occupation.  I saw no idleness, no 
intemperance, no noise, no riot -  all appeared to be 
contented with no desire to trouble themselves with 
anything except their own affairs...  I protest against 
the slanders and persecutions that are continually 
heaped upon these people.  I could see no 
disposition on their part to be otherwise than a 
peaceable and law abiding people, and all they ask 
of the country is to permit them to live under the 
protection of the laws and to be made amendable for 
their violations... From all I saw and heard I am led to 
believe that, before many years, the city of Nauvoo 
will be the largest and most beautiful city of the west, 
provided the Mormons are unmolested in the 
peaceable enjoyment of their rights and privileges.’  
 
  The information on this 
article is taken from sources 
in my possession and from 
which I am compiling a more 
expanded biography on Lorin 
Farr.   If you have any family 
sources like pictures, letters, 
journals or other personal 
sources on the life of Lorin 
Farr,  please let me know.   
 
Thank you.  

David J. Farr 
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Lorin Farr’s history will be continued in the 
June 1999 Newsletter. 

 
 
 

 
by 

 
 Wilma S. Smith & Randall A. Smith 
 
 Part One 
 
An author, Jaroldeen Edwards wrote, “ If we could see 
into our very being -- the essence of our cells, the fiber of 
our spirits, the mysterious veils of emotions, talents and 
memory--- we might see the wonder of our own personal 
heritage from all of the men and women who carried the 
genetic, spiritual and cultural matrix,”... from which we 
as individuals have sprung.  
 

Winslow Farr Sr. and Winslow Farr Jr. carried, 
as given names,  the surname of  their female progenitor 
Mercy Winslow (number #9 on the Farr pedigree chart). 
 Mercy Winslow’s first direct progenitor to emigrate to 
this new land was Kenelm Winslow.  Kenelm (number# 
144 on the Farr pedigree chart) was a furniture 
craftsman and official coffin maker for the Plymouth 
Colony. 
 

Kenelm was one of  five sons of Edward 
Winslow Sr. and Magdelyn Ollyver of Droitwich, 
England.  His brothers, Edward Jr. and Gilbert sailed on 
the famous Mayflower voyage of 1620.  Edward helped 
write the ‘Mayflower Compact’ that served as a basis for 
the Plymouth Colony’s government. John, Kenelm and 
Josias eventually joined their brothers in the new World.  
Edward, John, Kenelm, and Josias were successful in 
their commercial ventures in the Colonies.  Little is 
known about Gilbert,  who never married and returned to 
England in 1646. 
 

Kenelm Winslow, of the Plymouth Colony, was 
the namesake of his grandfather Kenelm Winslow,  who 
resided in England at the Hamlet of Kerswell-On-The-
Green.  Sources state that the Winslow family attended 
St. Andrews Anglican Parish Church.  The church, now 
called St. Mary’s, still stands near the Severn River in the 
Village of Kempsey.  The Severn Valley is situated  

south of  Worcester in the Western Midlands of England.   
British Airways,  in September of 1998,  inaugurated  
non-stop flights from Denver, Colorado to London, 
England.  The airline offered an introductory round trip 
fare of $198.00; therefore,  my sister Claudia Keyworth 
and my Mother, Wilma Smith  planned a visit to England 
where our ancestors once resided.  
 

The following is a segment written by Wilma 
about their experience at the Village of Kempsey and the 
Hamlet of Kerswell-on-The-Green. 
 
Dear Cousins,. 
 

The name Winslow, a given name for our 
grandfathers, stirred my curiosity to learn more about the 
Winslow family. Claudia and I 
agreed that Kempsey, England 
would be our first destination.  This 
article includes the first segment of 
our exciting and spiritual sojourn 
to the Village of Kempsey. 
 

Our journey began from the Denver, Colorado 
International Airport on Sunday, September 6, 1998.  We 
boarded the 757 British Airways jetliner at approximately 
3:00 p.m. for the flight to London, England. We were 
excited to discover that our tickets were upgraded from 
coach to business class.  The British Stewards spoke very 
proper King’s English.  Several handsome young men 
addressed us as ‘Madam’ and served our meals with 
polite elegance and style. I was pleased but a little 
embarrassed by all of the special attention.  I mused to 
myself  “This must be how it feels to be a Duchess!.”   
 

The flight took less than eight hours We landed at 
Gatwick Airport before 6:00 a.m. London time.  We 
boarded a train to Reading at a station located at 
terminal 2 of the Gatwick Airport. We disembarked at the 
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Reading station with a 30 minute wait for the  train to 
Worcester. Claudia and I called home to let the family 
know of our safe arrival. (Remember this was exactly one 
week after a Swiss Air jetliner had crashed into the sea 
off the coast of Newfoundland).  I called Randy, my son, 
who told me that the time in California was 3:00 am. 
(11:00 am in England). The train made brief stops at a 
number of villages.  We arrived at Worcester about 2:00 
p.m. on Monday September 7, 1998. 
   

The train station stands on a small hill above the 
city of Worcester. We directed our taxi driver to take us 
to the Hertz car rental.  The taxi headed down the hill 
giving us a brief overview of the city with its narrow 
winding streets. Claudia and I looked at each other and 
burst into laughter. The cabbie inquired, “What’s the 
matter?”    I said, “we both realized at the same time 
that Claudia would  be driving on these narrow streets, 
on the wrong side of the road yet”!  
 

Hertz gave us a map with vague instructions to 
Kempsey that included taking highway 38 to Tweksbury. 
 The strange and unusual road signs contributed to our 
confusion.  We realized we were totally lost. Claudia 
found a convenience store, bought a map and received 
better directions.  The road to Tweksbury brought us to a 
’roundabout’. Small wooden road signs, at each of the 
exits, pointed the way to various villages.  The trick is to 
read the signs quickly.  If you miss your exit you simply 
drive around one more time.  Let it be known that 
Claudia made the exit to Kempsey on the first time 
around. 
 

Picturesque farms, with dozens of sheep grazing 
in quiet contentment, surround the charming village of 
Kempsey.  The pleasant homes built of wood or red brick 
and quaint cottages with  thatched roofs were canopied 
with stately trees that grew along the village streets.  A 
tiny general store and a one-room post office stood in the 
town center. Three old English pubs ,standing on 
opposite sides of Main Street, completed our feeling of 
being in a real life Charles Dickens story. 
 

We obtained the last room at the Malbre Bed 
and Breakfast in Kempsey.  We had been sitting for such 
a long time that the hard beds did not matter. We felt 
relieved to be able lie down and stretch out for a rest. We 
had not eaten since the constant stream of food on the 
British Airways flight.  The Talbot Pub was our host’s 
recommendation for supper.  We asked some people at 
the pub if the old Parish church still stood in Kempsey. A 
young man directed us to drive straight west on the lane 
north of the pub.  A very short distance down this road, 
he assured us, we would find St. Mary’s Church. 

 
We climbed into our car and headed down the 

quiet country lane.  Day began to fade into twilight.  
There it was, directly ahead - the tower of the old stone 
Church.  This night, as it turned out, became one of the 
most spiritual, fortuitous evenings of our entire journey. 
 

The narrow lane ascended a slight crest and 
turned downward. Claudia and I realized a small creek 
flowed across the road. I murmured about how it might be 
questionable to cross. The words were barely uttered 
when Claudia gunned the engine and in a flash we 
connected to the road on the other side of the stream.  
 

In the dim twilight we could see a white haired 
woman walking her large Collie-mix dog in the cemetery 
that surrounded the old stone Church. Claudia drove 
around the fenced churchyard and parked just off the 
road next to the old wooden front gate.  The woman 
immediately recognized us as American when we 
introduced ourselves.  We explained that we were in 
search of historical information about our Winslow 
ancestors. Sarah, as she introduced herself, gave us a 
gregarious welcome and launched into a fascinating 
historical dissertation about the church and the adjoining 
neighborhood. 
 

Sarah pointed to a red sandstone brick house on 
the corner across from the church.  She explained the 
16th century, recently restored, cottage used to have a 
large corral that completely surrounded the house. Loose 
livestock found wandering outside their owner’s property 
were impounded into this corral. The livestock owners 
were required to pay a fine in order to retrieve their 
animals. The property still has a sign on the front fence 
which reads “THE POUND COTTAGE”.  
 

Sarah also explained that a Bishops Palace  once 
stood between the Parish Church and the Severn River.  
The Palace, Sarah said, had been destroyed in the civil 
war between English King Charles and Oliver Cromwell. 
She told us to look at the outside south wall of the church 
where we could observe musket holes in the stone made 
by the firearms of Cromwell’s soldiers. 
 

Claudia and I inquired if Sarah knew why the 
lights were on inside the Church.  Sarah said, that as she 
was not a Church person she did not know; however, she 
advised us to go right on in and pretend that we knew 
what the activity was all about. She assured us that folks 
would be friendly and would welcome our presence.  We 
thanked Sarah and headed down the path toward the 
entrance.  In the last of the fading twilight we felt 
impressed to take a quick detour through part of the 
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cemetery.  Many of the weathered tombstones were no 
longer legible - others were dated as far back as the 16th 
Century.  Long shadows reached out to embrace us as 
we hurried toward the entrance of the church. 
 

Claudia, clasped a heavy metal ring and pulled 
one of the huge wooden doors open.   The foyer was 
filled with people who were murmuring in low whispers 
to each other.   Two additional tall wooden doors 
separated the foyer from the sanc-tuary of the Chapel.  
Claudia quietly explained who we were and the purpose 
of our visit.  They all smiled at once and whispered that 
we were welcome.  A woman stepped forward and intro-
duced herself as Mrs Gill Warfield, the secretary of the 
Parish Church. Gill said Evensong Service was almost 
over.  She invited us to stay for a special program to be 
presented by Mr. Robin Atter.  Mr. Atter, Gill said, was 
going to present a bit of historical  background as well 
as play his  collec-tion of Medieval musical instruments. 
 

Gill told us the exciting news that the 
KenelmWinslow thatched roof cottage at the Hamlet of 
Kerswell-On-the-Green had been completely restored 
and in fact, was still in use as a residence. Gill also said 
the restored manor home called ‘Clerkenleap’, once 
occupied by Kenelm and his family, stands today on 
highway 38 north of Kempsey. 
 

The inside doors opened and Gill introduced us 
all around.  A number of the congregation told us that a 
Winslow Family Organization, from America and 
Canada, had held a Winslow Family Reunion in 
Kempsey in 1996.  Everyone welcomed us with such 
warmth and friendliness that we felt like the prodigal 
daughters who had just returned home.  Claudia and I 
knew we must stay for the performance. 
 

The lighted arched stained glass windows in the 
front of the church cast a glow of warmth over the 
chapel.  Mr Atter stood before a long table covered with 
some familiar and some odd looking musical 
instruments.  He gave a brief  history of each device 
before playing a short sonata on each instrument.  He 
thrilled us with his beautiful tenor voice when he sang a 
few ballads in the old Elizabethan English.  The high, 
wooden arched ceiling of the chapel resonated with 
timeless ethereal music.  Claudia and I looked at each 
other in awe.  We felt transported to an earlier century. 
 

We thanked Mr Atter and the friendly 
parishioners of St Mary’s Church, for the splendid 
evening.  Gill offered to drive us the next day to the 
locations of the old Kenelm Winslow homes. We agreed 
to meet her at her home in Kempsey at 10:00 a.m.  the 

following morning. 
 ********************** 
The next Segment:  “The Kenelm Winslow Thatched 
Cottage and The Croome Estate Records” 
 
Wilma S. Smith 
Post Office Box 2467 
Ventura, California 93002 
Email: wssmith@west.net 
(805)659-5936 
 
Randall A. Smith, Esq. 
Post Office 853 
Ventura, California 93002 
Office: (805) 642-6788 
Toll Free: 1-800-655-0515 
Emai: rsmith@west.net 
Website: http://www.andjusticeforall.com 
 

 
by 

Wilma S. Smith & Randall A. Smith 
 
    Part Two 
 

On June 15th, 1850, Winslow Farr Sr., 
his two wives  (Olive & Almena) & Winslow Farr 
Jr., embarked, by wagon train with Captain 
Gardner Snow,  for their westward journey to 
the Great Salt Lake Valley. The Farr’s traveled 
with the second fifty wagons, under the 
leadership of 
President Joseph 
Young’s Company 
of 100 families. 
Winslow Sr. 
served as one of 
President Young’s 
counselors.  
Thirteen year old 
Winslow Jr., 
walking barefoot,  
or at times 
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wrapping his feet in burlap, drove a team of 
oxen across the plains and Rocky Mountains.  
The company arrived in the Salt Lake Valley 
on September 30, 1850. 
 

Winslow Jr., his mother and father, held 
a joyful reunion with brothers Lorin, Aaron and 
sister Olive Farr Walker.  His older siblings had 
journeyed to the Utah valley three years 
earlier, in 1847.  The Farr family also bowed 
their heads with sadness in remembrance of 
their deceased 21 year old sister,  Diantha Farr 
Clayton.   Diantha,  the plural wife of William 
Clayton,  died on September 11, 1850,  after 
giving birth to her third child. 
 

Brigham Young sent surveyors along 
the Wasatch Mountain Range to plot sections 
of farm land near creeks and streams to be 
channeled for irrigation.  Aaron Farr and 
William Walker, the husband of Olive Farr 
Walker, joined a group of Saints, led by John 
Holladay in 1849, to build several cabins 
southeast of the Salt Lake Settlement along 
the Big Cottonwood Creek.  The first homes 
built between 1848-1860 were log cabins with 
dirt floors and sod roofs.  Rattlesnakes were 
such a problem they were eventually 
abandoned. 
 

According to a report written by Dean 
McLeod for David J. Farr,  John D. Lee was 
allotted 112 acres of farm land in the Holladay-
Cottonwood Settlement in 1850.  The report 
goes on to state that the following year, when 
John D. Lee was called to a colonizing mission 
in  Southern Utah,  Winslow Farr Sr.  acquired 
106 1/4 acres of John D. Lee’s property. 
 

Church records also indicate that 
Winslow Farr Sr. maintained a home in the 
Salt Lake Settlement. 
 

There is no indication in Winslow’s 
diaries whether the original home built  on the 
farm was log or adobe.  We do know that the 
early pioneers built adobe homes. 
 

Winslow Jr. left his descendants a 
number of diaries.  The first diary began May 

1,1856 and concluded with the final entry on 
July 10,1910.  There are several gaps in these 
diaries of a few weeks to several years; 
however, whenever possible we will use 
Winslow’s own words to tell his life story.  Each 
article in this series will quote portions of his 
diaries. 
 

The first entry in the Winslow Farr Jr. 
journal reads: 
 

“ Winslow Farr Junior was born May 11, 
1837. I now at the age of 18th and in my 19th 
year I do commence a brief sketch of my life 
beginning at May 1, 1856" 
 

Early entries from his diaries are written 
in brief statements about his daily activities, with 

an occasional comment about the weather. 
Winslow wrote with more detail in his later 
years. His diaries give us a sense of the hard 
physical work and dedication the early pioneers 
had in their efforts to cultivate farms, build, 
homes and establish successful settlements.  
The pioneers also took time for social 
gatherings such as picnics, dances and 
weddings. Winlsow wrote in his diaries about 
playing his violin for many of these special 
occasions. 
 

A common thread throughout his diaries, 
is his love of family and  dedication to the 
principles of his religious beliefs. 

 
 

[1856] 
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“ May 1, 1856  I worked at clearing land and at 
night I went to a May party it broke up about 
one oclock. 
 
May 3rd it rained some through the day. I 
spent the evening to home 
 
May 5th I worked at piling up brush from 
amonst the Cotton woods I spent the evening 
to home 
 

May 8th I furrowed some ground for corn in the 
forenoon and in the afternoon I plowed for Br 
Bingham I spent the evening at brother Gibson 
 
May 11th I was to my mothers and spent the 
day there   it being my birthday I returned back 
to Cottonwood in the evening   I being the age 
of 19 I haveing spent my life in traveling from 
place to place and I spent the evening to Br 
Thomas”  
 
 
[Winlsow, born in Vermont, moved to Kirtland, 
Ohio as a baby.  Thereafter his family moved 
to Far West, Missouri; Quincy, Illinois; 
Commerce, Illinois (now called Lima); Nauvoo, 
Illinois; Sugar Creek , Iowa (1846); Winter 
Quarters (Missouri River); Salt Lake Valley, 
Utah Territory. 
 
Winslow Jr., born premature, was the smallest 
of his five other siblings.  His sister Diantha 
was  9 yrs old, his  sister Olive 12 yrs old and 
his brother Lorin was 17 yrs old & Aaron 19 yrs 
old at the time of his birth.  Family tradition 
states that his mother’s wedding ring would 

slide completely over his hand.  When fully 

grown he was the largest and tallest of his 
family,  standing 6'4"]. 
 
 
 
 
“ May 15th I spent the forenoon in hunting my 
Oxen and in the afternoon I harrowed for Br 
Bingham”  
 
 
[Barb wire was not invented until 1873. The 
early Utah pioneers built fences with wooden  
stakes, poles and brush. Most fences were built 
to protect crops. Cattle, horses and oxen were 
turned loose and allowed to free range for 
feed]. 
 
“ May 20 I plowed for Br Bingham and James 
Andrus   returned home from a trip to the 
flathead country &c”  
 
 
[Winlsow as a young man was always willing to 
 help his neighbors with heavy chores such as 
plowing, harrowing & harvesting]. 
 
Thursday 22 Father and Lorin and Br Kessler 
started for Big Cottonwood Kanyon along with 
President Young and Asociates I work at 
hoeing the weeds from amongts the wheat 
Father and Lorin Br Kessler returned from their 
trip to the Kanyon in the evening 
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May 27 I work 
at water some 
wheat the 
weather was 
very hot today 
Father and Br 
White work on 
the canal  
Wheat crops 
look as well 
as common  
Corn does not 
look as well as common &c 
 
May 28 I spent the day in the forenoon looking 
for the cattle and in the afternoon I hauled up a 
load of wood and I fix my shoes  I spent the 
evening to home &c 
 
May 29  I went up to the city with a load of 
wood for my mother   Almena went with me  I 
returned in the evening 
 
June 2 I work at watering wheat  looks very dry 
  it is Parch up with the sun &c   to day a lot of 
men from the city came to work on the Canal 
and Clean it out for the purpose of carrying 
water to the City for irigation &c   the President 
and Ferymorez Little Also Br Fox the Surveyor 
pass by and so forth   our news from the 
States that theys is 150 hand carts has startted 
from the States for G.S L City &c 
 
June 4 In the morning  went to Br Thomson to 
brand some Cattle &c of A. F. Farrs to send to 
the herd a disrcription of said Cattle   one 
White face cow 3 4 years old red sides 
branded F on the Left side of the rump &c in 
the afternoon I watered corn night is 
considerable cool”  
 

********************* 
 [To Be Continued] 
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1. We will meet as Officers/Trustees & Research 
Group on Saturday, April 17th, 1999; on the 4th 
floor of the Joseph Smith Memorial Building - 
West Cnferennce Room  -  9:00 a.m. for 
Officers/Trustees and 10:30 for Research. 

 
2. Please RENEW NOW before you forget, so your 

subscription will continue with our June 1999 
letter. If you are on enclosed Member 99 
list enclosed do not  send renewal as you are 
signed up for 1999-2000 already.  

 
3. Please call Ron Farr at (801)240-2591 or 

(801)961-9296, or e-mail him at 75231.2520@ 
compuserve.com  to get involved in research. 

 
4. Mark your calendar for the first weekend in 

August 2000 for the Winslow Farr Reunion.  Our 
tentative schedule will be: 

 
Thursday 8/3/2000 - Temple Night (maybe Elder 
Scott will join us again.) 

 
Friday 8/4/2000 - Sign ups, getting settled and 
Family History Night. 

 
Saturday 8/5/2000 - Family Activity Day 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
1998 

 
 
ASSETS 

Cash and Bank Accounts 
Checking Account     7,248.81 
Savings Account     2,181.81 

 
TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts     $ 9,430.62 

 
 
 
 
 
INCOME 

Deposits      11,177.00 
Interest Income            42.08 

 
TOTAL Income       $11,219.08     

EXPENSES 
Bank Fees            58.40 
Copies/Books & Newsletters    1,175.15 
Postage          446.12 
Refunds            90.00 
Research          350.00 
Secretarial       2,924.50 
Subscriptions           25.00 
Supplies          150.31 
Taxes             10.00 
Telephone            63.23 

 
TOTAL Expense       $ 5,292.71 

 
TOTAL INCOME - EXPENSE         $ 5,926.37 
 
 
 
 
 

Douglas Farr Higham 
Financial Vice President 


